Vintage Vocal Quartet Educational Programs 2018-2019

The mission of the Vintage Vocal Quartet is to bring the joy of vocal harmony and swing music to all generations. The sound of the swing era is the musical DNA of the USA. Three of our members are teachers at Berklee College of Music with years of experience running educational events including clinics, conducting all-state jazz choirs, and performing as guest artists with school groups. We have performed for special needs audiences and eldercare audiences.

For adults: The Great Swing Vocal Groups
Performance/lecture on the history of the great swing vocal groups of the 1930s and 1940s including Glenn Miller’s Modernaires, the Nat King Cole Trio, the Andrews Sisters, and Tommy Dorsey’s Pied Pipers, as well as singers like Bing Crosby, Frank Sinatra, Ella Fitzgerald, and Jo Stafford. Material for this program is condensed from the Survey of Vocal Styles course taught by David Scott at Berklee College of Music.

For college, high school and middle school jazz choirs: Vocal Jazz Workshop
Three of the members of VVQ teach ensembles at the college level, where students perform the latest jazz choir repertoire. Paul Pampinella shares his experience performing with the groundbreaking jazz vocal group Vox One, while Taylor O’Donnell works with students in contemporary styles including soul and R&B. Participants will learn about singing harmonies in tune, swing feel, rhythmic accuracy, lyrical expression, and vocal improvisation (scat singing).

For college, high school and middle school a cappella groups: A Cappella Workshop
Contemporary a cappella is a growing by leaps and bounds. Paul Pampinella shares his experience performing with the pioneering contemporary a cappella band Five O’Clock Shadow, while Taylor O’Donnell works with students in contemporary styles including soul and R&B. Participants will learn about singing harmonies in tune, stage presence and movement, expressive solo singing, and beat boxing.

For general school audiences: Jazz Harmony and Rhythm
[bookmark: _GoBack]Participatory workshop on the roles of the different vocal parts in harmony singing as well as the roles of the different instruments in a jazz band. Students sing along with the VVQ, holding pitches in order to feel the buzz that a jazzy chord makes. Imitating the sounds of the various instruments teaches students how to listen to the components of the rhythm section. Call and response improvisation games derived from Cab Calloway’s “Hi-De-Ho” singing keep students engaged without the pressure of individual performance.
