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Comedic 'Queen of Bingo' portrays important real-life issues of growing older
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The 2008 comedy event at the Pritchard Laughlin Civic Center, "Queen of Bingo," sponsored by Advantage Bank, entertained enthusiastic crowds at Pritchard Laughlin Civic Center Friday and Saturday nights.

Many people arrived early to listen to polka music while enjoying the "Bingo Buffet," traditional bingo food catered by Classic Fare Catering. The show was performed in one of the large conference rooms at the civic center, with long dinner tables facing the stage which was set to resemble a standard school cafeteria table at St. Joseph's Catholic School.

The cast consisted of three men, two of them playing women: Shane Partlow as Sis, Rowan Joseph as Babe and Kevin M. Horton as Father Francis Mackenzie Muldoon. All three men were marvelous in their roles and kept the audience in a state of near-constant laughter. Partlow and Joseph, who have appeared in numerous television shows, stage shows and big screen productions were outrageously convincing as two sisters who seek a little time-out from the troubles of their daily lives in a lively game of bingo. The men were by turns hilarious and moving as they portrayed the two complicated women.

Horton, who has appeared on "CSI: Crime Scene Investigation" and MTV as well as numerous industrial films, stage productions and national television commercials, was wonderful as young Father Mac, drafted to work the concession stand at Bingo because most of the parishioners are at a bazaar or on a retreat.

Aside from being a dead-on portrayal of an evening of bingo, the plot of the show touched on important issues such as remaining independent as one grows older, the heartbreak of loneliness and the difficulties of dating later in life and the constant battle many people wage with weight loss and gain and its effect on their self-esteem.

At intermission the audience was treated to a real game of bingo when they played the "Middle Bird Special." Audience member Rhea McPeak won a 10 pound turkey, donated by Riesbeck's.

Martha Chesler of Cambridge said, "For me, the show brought back fond memories of working bingo in the church hall at St. Benedict's."

Chesler's mother-in-law, Alice Chesler, visiting from Annapolis, Md., said, "It was an entertaining evening. It moved right along and there weren't any slow places. I really enjoyed it!"

"Queen of Bingo" is an excellent example of the wonderful productions which regularly come to perform on the live stage at the Pritchard Laughlin Civic Center. With such shows coming to town there is no need to travel to Columbus, Pittsburgh or Cleveland to enjoy professional theater.

According to Variety Series usher Jo Anne Wells, "I see all of the shows when I work, and there's not a one I haven't enjoyed. They're all good."

Cambridge area theater-goers have one more chance to experience the excellent, professional productions provided by the Variety Series before the season closes. On Thursday, April 24 at 8 p.m., the Broadway touring company of Little Women; the Broadway Musical will perform at the civic center.

