AUDIENCE ROCKS WITH FRANKIE VALLI AND THE FOUR SEASONS TRIBUTE
By Barbara Wilkinson

	It is almost impossible to find four exceptionally talented male vocalists whose voice ranges not only comprise several octaves but who can produce a clear falsetto as well.  Yet the musicians who belted out the familiar Four Seasons’ hits at Northland Pines High School Auditorium in Eagle River on October 26 were indeed the perfect combination to do just that.  Sponsored by the Headwaters Council for the Performing Arts (HCPA), this musical revue Oh What a Night was based on the sensational theater production Jersey Boys but differed from it by concentrating on the musical numbers rather than the biography of the original singers.  The result was a fine rendering of the Top 20 biggest hits produced by The Four Seasons during the 1960’s and ‘70’s.  
	Written by George Solomon, directed by Michael Chapman and choreographed by Paul Holmquist, Night’s objective was to have the musicians produce the songs as people remembered them, not to mimic the original artists.  Without doubt, the performance achieved its goal; the audience sang along with the vocalists and moved with the lively “rock ‘n roll” beat throughout the evening.    
This production called attention to the fine talent of each of the performers; no musician was more outstanding than the others.  Indeed, when each broke into song with the other three as back-up, the concert became extraordinary.  Each performer had a pitch-perfect falsetto, and was equally effective as harmony when the others had the lead.  To complete the act, the troupe added moves from the original Four Seasons, enticing the audience to tap and sing along with them.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Their voices blended beautifully.  Beginning with the popular hit “Oh What a Night,” the musicians exhibited their full talents; their deep, rich tones backed the falsetto solo, immediately reminding the audience why the original Four Seasons were so popular.  It was by the time the ensemble began the familiar second selection “Sherry” that the audience was humming or singing along with it.  Continuing with a lively “Big Girls Don’t Cry” and a macho “Walk Like a Man,” the troupe had the audience eating out of its hand.  It was as though the 70’s were back again and the whole audience was caught up in it.
	The members of the cast were equally adept at banter which cleverly connected one song to another and kept the entertainment moving.  They also alternated as emcee, each delighting in joking with one another as the evening progressed.  On one occasion, a lucky audience member found a singer on her lap as he passionately sang “My Eyes Told You I Adore You” from the smash theater production Grease.  The audience loved it.  The final number before the Intermission was a fine reproduction of the Seasons’ biggest disco hit “Who Loves You, Pretty Baby.”  Lively background music accompanied the selection, the audience moving in time with the beat.
	After the Intermission, the four musicians entered singing an impassioned “Put Your Lovin’ Hands Out,” followed by lively renditions of “Dawn.” “Marlena” and “Mary Ann.”  After the final “Bye Bye Baby, Goodbye,” the audience was on its feet asking for more.  
	Oh What a Night was a nostalgic tribute to the Four Seasons, featuring many of the original hits as well as several Top 10 releases not in Jersey Boys.  It was packed with memorable tunes and comical banter between the members of the cast which made it enjoyable for the whole family.  It was as fresh and relevant as it was forty years ago.  Congratulations to the HCPA for sponsoring such an entertaining performance.
