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Art with a 
heart in it

I met Jim Dine the other day. I’ll 
bet not more than 10 people 
here know who he is. Maybe 

not that many. Jim Dine is an 
artist. He doesn’t paint pretty pic-
tures. He never has. But once you 
get past the weird stuff — and 
there is weird stuff — you begin 
to see his vision.

Meijer Gardens 
recently had an 
exhibit of Dine’s 
sculpture and al-
though he is better 
known for painting 
and print making, 
the sculpture was, 
to use technical 
terms, something 
else. Dine has incor-
porated several fa-
vorite themes over 
his 50- to 60-year 
span, hearts being 
the best known, but 

also Venus de Milo and tools. The 
exhibit at Meijer Gardens included 
three Venuses adorned with tool 
belts made up of sharp objects. 
You have to see it to appreciate it.

My favorite was “Large Parrot 
Shouts Color.” It was, as adver-
tised, a very large and colorful 
parrot — way larger than life size 
— on a gold heart. I have at home 
a reproduction of one of Dine’s 
heart paintings. One of the women 
who attended his talk at Meijer 
Gardens brought her own copy of 
the painting and he was gracious 
enough to sign it.

I called ahead to see if I could 
meet him and was told probably 
not, but when he showed up in the 
lecture hall I went up to him and 
introduced myself. He didn’t seem 
annoyed by it and we chatted a 
bit. You see, the reason I have fol-
lowed his career over the years is 
he is a graduate of my alma mater, 
Ohio University. He didn’t remem-
ber me. I was an English major not 
an art student, but I remembered 
him.

 He was in residence while I was 
a student and I vividly remember 
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— on campus in 1959. It was, to 
say the least, controversial. I re-
minded him of that exhibit and 
he asked me if I thought at the 
time he would ever come as far as 
he has. He said he sure didn’t. He 
also asked me if I’d been back on 
campus since then and I admit-
ted I had. He said he’d never been 
back, but he has an exhibit and 
lecture coming up on campus later 
this year. “You know it’s at the in-
sane asylum,” he said. I told him 
the “asylum” is now an art center. 
“Same thing,” he said with a laugh. 
And, maybe he’s right.

Jim Dine was the subject of a 
whirlwind of controversy when he 
was on campus back in the day. 
And the great thing about it was 
students, who normally were more 
interested in Friday afternoon 
“teas” with the fraternity boys, or 
/*))0$1))*$%0$2-3$4.-5#$6.+7$%*$,08-
ing a date for J-Prom, were talking 
about art. Art, of all things! Most 
of the comments were along the 
lines of “is this art?” Or even “this 
can’t be art.” But art it was and 
Dine’s style hasn’t changed much 
although now he can afford to cast 
pieces in bronze instead of rob-
bing his closet to create a piece like 
“Green Suit” or collecting trash off 
the street for “After Winged Vic-
tory.”
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lived the starving artist lifestyle 
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York City. The late ’50s and early 
’60s were a time when Pop Art 
was making headlines and Dine 
was in the thick of it with people 
like Andy Warhol and Claes Old-
enberg. He doesn’t necessarily 
think of himself as a pop artist — 
he leaves that to Warhol and oth-
ers who made us see everyday ob-
jects as art. Rather he uses found 
objects, classic art forms and ev-
eryday materials to create his own 
vision. His work comes from the 
heart, from his childhood experi-
ences and more prosaically, from 
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Like the parrot. Or the cat and ape 
dancing. Or his wife’s bathrobe. 
Or Pinocchio, his most recent 
theme.

Dine, a very charming and per-
sonable man, said he knew from 
the time he was a child he would 
be an artist. His art isn’t always 
easy to look at and some of the 
pieces defy explanation, but it’s 
still something you want to see 
over and over. That hasn’t changed 
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of the Ohio University library to 
see Green Suit, or the collage made 
from union suits or the orange 
crate with a work boot inside.

You’ve still got time to look at 
the exhibit at Meijer Gardens, but 
hurry. It’s only there until May 8.

Living Here

ONE THING 
AND ANOTHER

DIANE NEMITZ

BY MELISSA MCGUIRE 
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER
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lievin’ performed Journey’s 
1970 and ’80s songs to a 

sold-out crowd Saturday night at 
the Little River Casino Resort.

The tribute band from Los Ange-
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been singing Journey songs on tour 
for about two years, playing both 
the hits and some less-well-known 

songs for die-hard Journey fans.
Frontman Juan Del Castillo 

sounded almost exactly like Steve 
Perry, Journey’s original frontman. 
You could close your eyes and feel 
like you were really at a Journey 
concert.

“We are celebrating Journey’s 
timeless music,” said Del Castillo. 
He said the band was excited to be 
able to play in Manistee and hopes 
to return.

Castillo and fellow band mem-
bers, Scotty Kormos, Jeff Vincent, 
Roger Cain and Tony Love, played 
“Faithfully,” “Escape,” “Any Way 
You Want It,” “Wheel In The Sky,” 
among other Journey hits, and 
ended out the show with an encore, 
singing “Don’t Stop Believin’.”

During the show, there was a 
video clip of Steve Perry talking 
about “Faithfully” and the DSB had 

a tribute to the men and women in 
the service.

“Honestly, we have seen the 
real Journey several times,” said  
Bruce Prieur, who came to concert 
with wife, Caryn, of Grand Rapids. 
“There have been different people 
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and (Juan Del Castillo) could be 
out there with Journey as Steve 
Perry.”

The Prieurs said they have seen 
many tribute bands and Don’t Stop 
Believin’ has been one of the best 
yet. He said Rolling the Stones, 
which comes to the casino July 2 
and 3, is also very good and sounds 
a lot like the Rolling Stones.

“We had to travel here in some 
snow,” said Caryn. “I am glad we 
got here.”

Christina Hendricks of Luding-
ton said she liked the show.

“My favorite was ‘Don’t Stop 
Believin’,’”she said. “I got teary-
eyed when the band sent it out to 
Yvonne (a woman in the audience 
who has been battling cancer). I 
just met her.”

Hendricks said the show was bet-
ter than she expected it would be.

“He sounded just like Steve Per-
ry,” said Hendricks.

After the show Risa Eyestone 
of Kalamazoo was waiting in line 
to meet the band DSB, which they 

waited more than 30 minutes to 
do.

“It was awesome. I am a die-hard 
Journey fan. I have a Don’t Stop Be-
lievin’ tattoo on my back,” said Eye-
stone. “I did it because my sister 
was diagnosed with cancer when 
she was 12.”

She said she was crying when 
they played the song. When she 
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photo taken with them and her dad 
had band members sign a hat.
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Don’t Stop Believin’ sold out the Little River Casino Resort’s Makwa Endaat Event Center, and by the end of the show people were out of their 
seats and standing at the stage. 

 Lead singer Juan Del Castillo hits a high note, sound-
ing just like former Journey lead singer Steve Perry.

Roger Cain, Juan Del Castillo and Tony Love  
are shown performing “Any Way You Want It.”
When not performing with DSB, some of the  
band members play in the band for the CMT  
show “The Singing Bee.”

Fans believin’ 
Journey tribute band rocks Manistee crowd

‘It was awesome. I am a 
die-hard Journey fan. I have 
a Don’t Stop Believin’ 
tattoo on my back. I did 
it because my sister was 
diagnosed with cancer when 
she was 12.’

Risa Eyestone
Kalamazoo

Tony Love jams next to Juan Del Castillo at Saturday’s show.

WESTERN LAND SERVICES won the  
Business of the Year Award. The other 
seven nominees were:

HOWIE’S - owned by Pat 
Patterson, who — even after a near-
fatal car accident last year — has 
continued to give back to the com-
munity with long list of organizations 
it supports. The store has earned top 
sales awards and community excel-
lence awards from the corporation 
for several years.

Nominated by Brad Reed, Je! Evans and Debra Kin-
naird

FAMILY FUN CENTER - The 
business is under new management, 
Kandi Nichols, and provides many 
community donations, brings in 
guests from around the state, o!ers 
outstanding service and had a great 
sales year in 2010.

Nominated by Chris Wright

TIRE - owned by 
John Gillis, the business has provided 
free service to the American Cancer 
Society’s Road to Recovery van and 

has helped many people with special 
needs, as well as having great cus-
tomer service, a professional attitude 
and knowledgeable employees.

Nominated by Larry Lange

BARN PLUS - owned by 
Kelly Duggan, the business opened 
in March and right away became 
active in the community, with Dug-
gan volunteering with the Scottville 
Main Street program, chairing the 
SummerFest Committee, supporting 

school programs, donating food to 
many events, maintaining excellent 
customer service and guaranteeing 
her product, treating her employees 
and customers like family, making a 
fun workplace and encouraging her 
employees to help in the community.

Nominated by Theresa Jones and Kelly Meyer

CRANE AND SIGNS - owned 
by Dave Tykoski, o!ers many commu-
nity donations, particularly notable 
is the e!orts put in to the Light Up 

the Lake Ball Drop in downtown 
Ludington, but also time and equip-
ment use for parades to promote the 
event. He is available in emergencies 
for overturned boats and other mis-
haps, recognized for his professional-
ism and dedication.

Nominated by Wendy Ri!el and Julie Payment

SKATE CO. - owned by 
Gordy and Robin Gesswein, leaders in 
developing the skate park, providing 
guidance to his young customers, 
o!ering healthy activities for youths 
and bringing in revenue from out of 
the community.

Nominated by Dan Schrader

MANSION - owned by 
Gary and Sue Ann Schnitker, provid-
ing an “exquisite” facility, being en-
thusiastic, and hosting many events 
for charitable organizations and serv-
ing on many community boards.

Nominated by Todd Reed

FOR COMMUNITY Service Award nominees, 
see page A8.

BUSINESS OF THE YEAR NOMINEES |
LUDINGTON & SCOTTVILLE AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

John Wilson, left, 
is presented a 
photograph of 
Ludington by 
Kathy Maclean 
and Tim Massie, 
both of the 
chamber. The 
chamber gave 
Todd & Brad 
Reed Photogra-
phy prints as this 
year’s gift to the 
winners.
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