Chicago Brass Quintet – Individual Bios

ROSS BEACRAFT, trumpet, performs as Principal Trumpet with the Chicago Opera Theater, Concertante di Chicago, and the Elgin Symphony. In addition he has performed often with the Chicago Symphony, Lyric Opera, the Chicago Chamber Orchestra, Chicago’s ballet and theater orchestras and in many radio and television commercials. Former appointments include principal trumpet with the Norwegian Opera and Ballet Orchestra in Oslo and third assistant first trumpet with the North Carolina Symphony. A graduate of the Eastman School of Music, Mr. Beacraft is Director of Admissions for the DePaul University School of Music and has appeared often as a soloist with the Chicago Chamber Orchestra, the Woodstock Mozart Festival and many regional orchestras.
DAN ANDERSON currently resides in Batavia with his wife Irene and their two sons, August and Dixon. His interest in music emerged at the age of nine with the discovery of his uncle's trumpet in the attic. Dan subsequently started playing the tuba in the fifth grade band and also enjoyed playing the baritone and trombone during his earlier years. He studied further at the Interlochen Arts Academy, University of Illinois and Northwestern University. Before finishing college, Dan spent two years living in Germany. There, his freelance work took him from the Octoberfest Bands to the Nuernberg Philharmonic. In addition to the Chicago Brass Quintet, he plays string bass with the Von Freeman Quintet and the Chicago Jazz Ensemble. On occasion Dan is also a guest with the Chicago Symphony and many other musical organizations in Chicagoland. He teaches jazz bass at Columbia College Chicago and tuba and euphonium at the University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee. Dan always tries to bring relaxed spontaneity and positive energy to every performance and views his playing as a life-long endeavor.

GREGORY FLINT is Assistant Professor of Horn at the University of Wisconsin in Milwaukee and is currently principal horn with the Elgin Symphony, Chicago Opera Theater, Present Music of Milwaukee, and the Fulcrum Point New Music Project. He has played with the Chicago Symphony, Colorado Symphony Orchestra, Lyric Opera of Chicago, Honolulu Symphony, Key West Symphony, and the Ravinia Festival Orchestra. Engagements at Lyric Opera have included several many appearances, and a complete Wagner "Ring" cycle conducted by Zubin Mehta. As an educator, Gregory teaches each summer at the Birch Creek Music Center in Door County, Wisconsin and has also served on the faculties of DePaulUniversity, Roosevelt University, and Northwestern     University. 

JAMES MATTERN, trombone and founder of the Chicago Bass Quintet, has a distinguished career as a performer composer and arranger. He has performed often with the Lyric Opera, Grant Park Symphony, Chicago’s Contemporary Chamber Players and Chicago’s ballet and theater orchestras. A graduate of Lawrence and Northwestern Universities he has taught at Northern Illinois University and the DePaul University School of Music. His brass compositions and arrangements are performed worldwide.

MATTHEW LEE is an active freelance musician in the Chicago area. In addition to his position with the Chicago Brass Quintet he is principal trumpet of the Illinois Philharmonic Orchestra and a member of the critically acclaimed Millar Brass Ensemble, Tower Brass and Chicago Sinfonietta. He frequently performs for the Joffrey Ballet and as an extra and substitute with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Grant Park Symphony and the Lyric Opera Orchestra of Chicago. 

As a soloist, Lee has performed with the Chicago Chamber Orchestra, the Lancaster Festival Orchestra and the Woodstock Mozart Festival. The winner of the Civic Orchestra concerto competition Lee was also a semi-finalist in the Maurice Andre International Trumpet Competition held in Paris, France and has also been in the final rounds of the New York Concert Artists Guild competition. Howard Reich of the Chicago Sun Times praised his performance of the Concerto in D by G.P. Telemann as "light, bright.........a real tour de force."

