STRAIGHT AHEAD

WORKSHOPS

FOR MUSICIANS and/or UNIVERSITY LEVEL STUDENTS

MARKETING AND PROMOTIONS

A practical discussion of techniques to market and promote yourself or your group.  Emphasis on developing press kits, knowing your market, understanding the music business, press releases, marketing strategies.

RHYTHM SECTION WORKSHOP
Features the Straight Ahead rhythm section (Piano, Bass and Drums) discussing and demonstrating important aspects of rhythm section playing.  Discussion of odd rhythm patterns, dynamics, different swing and "Latin" feels and understanding of rhythm section concept.

INSTRUMENTAL AND VOCAL CLINICS

Conducted by individual members of Straight Ahead, these clinics focus on technical aspects of performing on each instrument as well as approaches to improvisation.  Clinics featured are Piano, Bass, Drums, Flute and Vocals.

FOR YOUNG AUDIENCES K-12

STRAIGHT AHEAD - family and kids shows you would be very proud to offer. 

They include tunes such as Down by the Bay, Watermelon Man and When the Saints Go Marchin’ In.  These are done with instruments and vocals.  Sing-alongs are a standard part of the family show fare

A couple of other songs and games which they use are The Name Game and a great sing-a-along version of La Bamba done in both English and Spanish.  

A new audience participation segment is called “Name That Tune.”  The tunes played for audience guessing and singing vary according to the age group.

Last of all, this group is adaptable to any age group and would appreciate a chance to talk with you or someone as to the best approaches for a particular grade level or age group.  They would not want to repeat things that have just been presented, for example.  They have so much material and choice, that they can accommodate your needs and wishes as well as those of the specific school coordinators.

THE MANY FACES OF JAZZ

A lively program of music for young audiences.  Each instrument in Straight Ahead is presented in an informative and entertaining format which features audience participation through in-seat movement, singing, hand clapping, call and response and Q & A.

JAZZ BAND WORKSHOPS

For Middle and High School jazz bands, members of Straight Ahead work with the band to emphasize important concepts in individual and ensemble performance.  Topics discussed include dynamics, musical interpretation, improvisation, listening, intonation, section playing and jazz etiquette.

FOR GENERAL AUDIENCE and/or UNIVERSITY LEVEL STUDENTS

JAZZ FORUM - THE STATE OF JAZZ TODAY
Members of Straight Ahead interact with the audience in discussing a variety of topics relevant to the current state of jazz music.  Discussion topics include recent articles, recordings and books on jazz as well as information from trade publications and personal anecdotes from the band.
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