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Tribute artists have to accept being able to swallow large doses of their egos. When they take on the persona of a celebrity, they must fade into the background in order to make their character believable on visual and vocal levels. But every now and then there's a tribute act that's so good people can't help but notice the person behind the persona-lurking somewhere beyond the make-up, costume and over-the-top haircut. Twenty something Lance Lipinsky is one of those lurkers...and for him to come out from behind his target character is really saying something because Lipinsky takes on one of the wilder entertainers out there as the piano Rock pioneer, Jerry Lee Lewis.

With many tribute artists, audience members leave either saying things like "he really sounded like so and so" or "he was off on his take of so and so." With Lipinsky, audiences are wondering and wanting to know "Jerry Lee Lewis or no, who is that guy?" While numerous fake Elvis and Neil Diamond-zirconia's abound, there are not that many Jerry Lee Lewis impersonators out there. It's not because Lewis wasn't popular. It's because you gotta play the piano. And Lipinsky plays the piano...and lets audiences see just what it was about Lewis that made him a legitimate, albeit dark, threat to the crown worn by Elvis in 1957.

Lance grew up in the picturesque hills of Wimberley, Texas, a community full of artists just one hour from Austin, the live music capitol of the world. His P.E. coach taught him his first song on guitar at age 11, "Heartbreak Hotel," by Elvis. Influenced by Buddy Holly and the surf group, The Ventures, by 15 he was already a gifted guitarist and was inspired to learn piano by being a fan of the classic rock band, The Doors. A self taught musician, he discovered Jerry Lee Lewis, and piano eventually became his main instrument. A fateful move to Las Vegas at the age of 17 led Lance to become one of the world's favorite tribute artists to the legendary Jerry Lee Lewis. Now in his early twenties, Lance has toured Canada, Europe, Australia, Japan and more. 

Lance met "The Killer," Jerry Lee, in 2003, and has been paying tribute to him ever since with high energy piano playing, fantastic showmanship, and clever surprise pyro effects that make the piano really sizzle on "Great Balls of Fire." 

Lance, thin, with unruly hair that flies around like a beacon of another time when he throws his head back, would be Jerry Lee Lewis re-incarnated if Lewis were gone, but he isn't. Jerry's still around in his seventies, and fans have Lipinsky, who brings all the fire and brimstone to the fore to remind the audience of an era where music changed history.

"I was born way too late," says Lance. "Although I appreciate the time I'm living in and love all types of music, I am a constant student of the 1950s." Lance points out very strongly that although in the past he has portrayed Jerry Lee in several productions, he is not an impersonator. He prefers to do only a tribute to his music, in his own style. "Although there's definitely a lot of Jerry Lee influence, it comes naturally. I don't try to copy him verbatim," Lance explain. "I'm always myself on stage and the audience can sense sincerity. I don't believe in rules when it comes to music or performing, and we're here to have a good time."

Along with fellow tribute artist, Dean Z, of Lancaster, California, they have completed writing and directing their own short movie, "The King, The Killer & Buddy." The self-funded short movie illustrates recreations of Buddy Holly, Jerry Lee Lewis and Elvis' greatest television performances on shows like American Bandstand and the Ed Sullivan show. It is available for purchase on his website: www.lancelipinsky.com. 

The independent film is an amazing collaboration of these characters being portrayed in their prime, with the right sets, props, clothing and film grain to recreate the original footage. What is unbelievable about the project is that the production value is so incredible, many people find it hard to believe that someone so young could write and produce an actual film like this by themselves, especially with the correct authenticity for something that takes place 50 years ago. The project was two years in the making and Lance says it's not his last movie and only gave him experience to produce video for his original music.

"I'm very grateful for the opportunities I've had portraying Jerry Lee," Lance says," but, for everyone that asks, … no, I'm not going to do it for the rest of my life, and yes, I am recording my own music." Lance says he plans to record soon when he finds the right studio to capture the analog tape sound of Bobby Darin in the early 60s or Elvis during his RCA years in the late 50s. He says he tries to model his style after his deepest influences such as Roy Orbison, Sam Cooke, Ray Charles and even Dwight Yoakam. 

"If I could live on stage I would. I'd set up a bed and bathroom right there. All I want to do is make music, whether I make a living at it or if I'm broke… But being on stage is a great privilege, and I don't take it for granted. Plus, if I actually physically lived on stage, I wonder if I would have to pay rent."

You can check out upcoming shows, news, photos and videos of Lance at www.lancelipinsky.com.
SHOW CREDENTIALS:

Legends In Concert-Worldwide

A Really Big Shew-Ed Sullivan Recreation Show-Laughlin, Nevada

Rock & Roll Riot-Mackinaw City, Michigan *Original production self produced

This Lonely Heart Tour -A Musical Tribute To Roy Orbison-United Kingdom

Legends of Rock & Roll-Vancouver, B.C.

Hail Hail Rock & Roll-Las Vegas, Nevada

Jamie's Rock & Roll Legends-Pacific Northwest, USA

Rock & Roll Legends-Laughlin, Nevada
