
By JUNE HATCHER
Entertainment Editor' l 

he ll;rckstlge ['la1 hr:usc is
in the prc-rcess o1' mekrr-rg
s ,  )mC (  hJn^c \ ,  ; l t r J  n r l t r r  '  , f
them are vis ible t rr  thc c) c,
rvhi le man_r 'are st i l l  on the
dr;rrr ing board. fJert_r e lil-
nr.)rc ntr )rc rc(tclttlv Llccrule
the s.r le ow'ner ol  the dinner
thcJ l c r ,  L l t c  un l - r  . , nc  i n  l h i \
arca, and she helcl a snelk
prc" ictv of thc upr-dming
strorr last r.right firr
mcrnbcrs of  the prcss ald to
hr rnrtr  the mlt t ;  r  o lun [ccrs
rr ltr.' rrtlke tlle tl)L-Jtcr :l
sua, 'css.

l  le r  lct  t  cr  of  \ \  e lc()mc lhrt
rr':rs on eet:h tlhlc t,rld ol
s,rnre ol  the rrork th; l t  is  in
p l r , ' ' < \ \ ,  bu t  e l r , ,  t , , l J  , l  L l t t
< i rurgcs thir t  \ \ ' i l l  l1(  JI  bc
rn,rde. t'speciall-r ktepin g
the profcssional  qual i t l  of
the plq s,  the fr ierrel l ; '
atmosphere, and th e l ine
for:d at  reasonable pr i t :es.

Besides being trei l ted Lo thc
r:hrun p;rgne supper.  the
surpr ist  of  thc neu p.r i t r t ,
aa rpe t ,  l amps .  e t c . , , ) f  t hc
renrodei i r lg,  the gr- lcsts \ \  ere
given a special
per{ormance of the
upt:oming shorv,  .41
h cning lf ith trfurk I q ain. a
onc-mr1n shorl b-r N lilh rrel
l\l;ruldin rhat rvill open Fri-
dal and plal for three
rveekends, \\'ith a spccial
per lormance this Surrdal
e\  enl  11g.

"Vhen 
there is onh onc

i lctr)r  on t i le strge and four
picr:cs of  f  utr i  ture,  plus
son'lc plant.s, thcrc is vcr)'
l i t t le to talk about,  r ighl?
No[ so!

Forgettin! rhe rr'r-rndcrful
matcriirl of the Amcricm
hunorist ,  and NIr .  I lauldin

uscl i  ' )n l \ '  N l r .  l r r . r in 's  r* r l rds.
the shoh,  is  spel lb inding,
i lnd { )nc t l l l ] t  i l r . r . lc t1 l r  c : \ t1
i n t p r o r  e  u f ,  ' t t .  n ,  ' t  c r  s n  l l J .
Ilolbrook w ho m:lde lhL-
I luk Trv l in  Er  enings srr
popular.' l  hc rdea is to rrke the
theatergoer b:r( k ir'r tinlc to
11105 r l  hcn l r l l rk l r r . r in ses
on a l inal  lecture Iour.' [hesc 

arc thc stc ' r ies he
* ould tel l ,  rv i th rhc
midwestern i raaer l  t  lhr t  h irs
found l tr;lce ()l Neri Eng-
l i tnd in i t .
.,\lI he needs is rr pl1lis1n,

desk, l ibrary tablc end e
r-h;r i r  I i r r  lunr i ture.  plus a
glrrss fbr \ \ater,  . ig l rs,  r l rd
iur Dld newspaper for the
rcr l ism that rs e nhanct 'd b1'
the carcful  l ighr ing thet
has been rr  r ;1[ .gal  i1111-

N l r .  N  l au lL l i  n  l a l ks .  t Jks ,
rn, , i r .  es his hrnr, is,  lcet ,  neck,
his cr.rtire bod_r . es an olci
nran rvitl.r iu'thriris \\ ould.

I I is t inr ing, ancl  usc of
thcshort  scntc ncc of
Tu'r in 's to dral  a l lugh
f rorrt each phr;rsc urc
e\qu1Sltc.

But Nlr .  I l ; ru ldin play s
more Ih:rn one r 'hJ.r ] (  ter in
this evening vis l  t  \v i th' fn 'a in.  

He has' f rr 'e in
bcr:ome an OId Srul Francisc<.r
st( ln tel lcr  \ \  hosc rerr t in is-
censes get in thc rral  of  his
story .  He l ls,  r  h.rs J \cgmtsr l  I
of  a reporter intcr\  ierving
thc -\'oung Trvair.t, pl;t_r ing
both parts as thc clder
Tr,, ain rvould. llc rdks to
h imse l f  ,  s i t s ; rnd  th  i r . r ks ,
sm.rkes cigars,  and crr l ls his
lccture a sen,ice.'l 

hc first half of the pro-
griun is light ard is often
intcmrptcd b_r'' applause.
rr hilc durir.rg the secLrnd
helf ,  

' l 'wain 
sorne t i rncs gets

aggraYatcd irt tlte \vorld,
reform, rniss ion rlri es, e(( .

Thrre is or.r t  bceu t i fu l l r
p()et ic sL'gmen L r i  hclr  l r l r rk
I  rr 'dn recr.rutr ts l i le on the
N l ississippi .  cspecial)1 a
dcscr ipt i r . rn ol '  sunr ise on
the r i \  cr  thrt  held last
night 's audicnt e brel th lcss.

In l lct ,  th is . ruJicnr:c <, [
n cr{spc()!rlL. lnd a.rea pcr-
firrmers, thosc lrcal pcoplt'
r r | 1 , r , ' 1 r 1 l l  h c  t h c  n r ,  : t ,  r i t i .
c i r l ,  s l rer l t  the er  e | ing
laugi r ing,  r rpplauding,  quic t
ls  lhurr :h  l r l i ( tL ' ,  thcn r is ing
I r  ' r  t h c  r  u r r l r n  L . r l l .



By JUNE HATCHER
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Thc  B . r , ' ks tage  P l . r r  h , , usc  i r
in the process of  mlking
some changes, and manr of
[ l ) (m  e . re  r  i s i b ]e  tU  thc  e rc .
whilc manv arc still on the
dran ing board. Bett_r e El-
more more recen tlv becamc
the solc olvner ol the dinner
thcatcr,  thc onl ,r ,one in this
arca, and shc hcld a sncak
previct of the upcoming
shorv last  night for
m P m h P r \  r , l  t h e  n r e s r . r r r , l  1 , ,

h o r t u r  t h e  m . I n \  \  i  ' l L l n  t c c r \
who makc thc thc:lter il
suc( cslj.

H c r  l c l t e r  r r l  r , , e l ,  ,  r m e  l h - r l
r r i ls  on erch table to ld { ) l '
some r . r f  the r r  ork  thet  is  in
proccss,  Lrut : r lso t . r ld  of  the
i :h lnges thaL x i l l  nc-r t  l . re
medc, cspccialll ' kccpir.rg
the profess jon.r l  qual i  ty  o l
the pla_r's, the fiiendl_r
atmosphere,  ancl  the f lnc
food at  reasonabie pr i r :es.

Besides being tre;.rted to the
'  '  r . l i r r f ' d g , r r u  ) u f ' t - ' u r ,  r r r u
< r , m r i < , '  , , l  t  h - r  , a - r .  n r i n !

carpct,  lamps, ctc. ,  of  thc
rcmodclir-rg, thc gucsts \\ ere
gir,cn a spccial
pcrformanr:c ol thc
upcomir g shorv, ,{n
Er ening l4,rih irl.trk fw:rin, :r
one-maJl sho* b-\' Nlichael
\ lauldin that rv i l l  opcn l i r i -
day' and plul firr thrcc
lveekends, r.,ith l special
perfrrrmance this Sund;r_v
cvcning.

lvhcn thcrc is onll one
act l )r  on thc stagc and four
pieces oi  fumiturc,  plus
some plants,  there is ver)
l i t t le to talk about,  r ight?
Not so!

Forgett inp rhe rvonderful
material of the Americar
humorist, and N[r. \[auldin

uses onl-v N{r. T*'ain's n'ords,
thc show is spellbinding,
and one that no a( ' tor {-an
improve upon, not er en Hrl
I  k; lbrook rvho made thc
\lark l\va.rn Evenings so
popular.

Thc idca is ro rakc the
thcatergoer back in t ime tO
1905 rr  hen Nlrrk ' l  rvain rr  ar
on a linal lccturc t(]ur.
These are thc st()r ics hc
l  ould tel l ,  rv i th the
mi, , l r r  e :Lern  iLL( :cn t  lh . rL  hJ . .
found a trirce of Nor Fnq-
land in i t .

Al l  hc nccds is a podiur l ,
desk, l ibr l ry t lb le rnd e
.  l ' . 1 -  f . . -  i , , - . r , , - . .  . . 1 , , ,  -

c .  l r r u \  u

glass fbr \\'irter, cigius, iutrl
alL old r.rovspapcr lbr the
rc . r l i sn r  l hJ t  i r  e  r rh : r r ,  c . . i  I ' r
t he  ca re lu l  1 igh  t i ng  th r t
has been r'r orketl out.

I t l r .  Nl :Luldin rr ' r lks.  ta lks,
movcs his hattds,  feet,  neck,
his ent i rc bod_r ' ,  as ln old
m;rn rv i th : l r thr i t is \ \ 'ould.

His Liming, and usc of
th esh ort  sentence of
Tw ain's to dra* a leugh
from cach phrasc are
e\qul  sr  te.

I iut  i r [ r .  \ fauldin pJ;r_r s
more thiln one chi.rrirctcr in
this cvening vis i t  \ \  i t i l
l rr dn. He has Trvein
become an Old Sar.r Francisco
stor; teller rvh0sc rcminis-
censes get in the rva-v o{ his
story,  l lc  also has a segment
of a rcporter inten'ierving
the rrrung I  r r ,a in,  pla) ing
both parts as the cldcr
Trvain w ould. He telks to
himself ,  s i ts and thiDks,
smokcs cigars,  and c.r l ls his
lecturc a scn icc.

The flrst hall' of thc pro-
gram is light :urd is oftcn
intem:pted b1' appliruse,
rvhile durir.rg thc sccond
half, Trvain somctimes gets

aggra\ rted af thc \\,orld,
reform, missirtnaries, e tc.

There is  one beeu t i fu i l r '
p( )c t ic  scgnlent  $ ht -n N1ark
Trr':rin rcr:ountS life ttn the
N l iss iss ippi ,  especia l l )  . l
descril-rtion of sultrisc (ll l
thc r i \  er  that  hc ld last
n ig l - r t 's  audiet rce brer th less.

fu i  f . rc t ,  th is  l r :d ienr  e of
ncrvspeoplc and arce per-
forr t ters ,  those lor :a l  pcoplc
r , , l t r ,  r  , , r r l r l  b c  t h e  n t r . s t  ,  r i t i
c r l ,  spcnt  the e\  eni l . lg
lauuhing,  appl ; ruding,  q u iet
ls churr'h r-r.rir:c, tl.rcrt rising
f o r  t h e  c u r t r i n  t  u l l .



Llt|_t Communitv ancl 
'I'echnical 

Services
- J

Mccrn \'orc

58900 Cherrr' (irovc Ro;rd
I)ot aliiac, lv{I 490.+7

-l'errv 
Kippenberger

i \ {ainst  ruc Mlnlqclrent
l i l . t - lA l3 ig l lcnd I l lvr l .
S t .  T .o r r i s .  N . I (  )  631  19

1)clr Terrrr:

Just ;l shof t n()tc t() sil\' h0$, r.r.rLtch $'c hcrc lt Sorttirri'estcln
cn jovcrl her ing trIlchacl Nl:ruli{in oll c.rrnl)us to perlirnn hrs
.Ju I- . r tn in.4 | l ' i t l t  . l [ t rk Tirni t t .

NI ichigrn (  io l lcge
s,onclcrfir.l t cnclitiou of

Thc nrekcup proccss tr{r'. tr{luldin undcru cnt to bccon'rc thc "grlntl olcl rnan o1-
lct tcrs" s 'as i : r , rn11 oi i tscl f  r rnazing. Facultv lnt l  s la l l  uho rnct t rL ' .  Nl l r ld in th. i t
et icrnlrorr  \ \ 'crc l rulv xst()unLlcd bv thc rcm,rrk l l r lc t  r lnsl i  r rnr.r t  ion. In at ic l i t ion. N{r- .
-\Iluldin's rlrr.r neris r.r.rs. sprccch, a.n.1 movemcnts all did rvcll t() sr.rpport thc illusion.
His sr lcct ions u'crc t ruh,hunrorous and totalh approl . r t ' i1tg f i l  , r  Ltrnih ' ; rnt i icnce.

\|'. \fuuldirr .rlso 1'rcsenterl l short lecturc the lfternoon bcforc the pcriirrrnlncc tcr
.irc.r high school stuclcnts tnci our rlu-n drln.r'r str.rrlcnts. I.rm srrrc thlt thcsc voulg

|coplc glsaua6 .rs rnuch tr t lm his thor.rghts ls I  d id:  l r is v ic l 's on thc statc of  hrrrror
:nd ironf in our socictv u'cre rr holh' insighthll, rs rvcre his opinions lbortt thc
dcrusc of thcatrc unlirrtunalciv cxisting irt prcsellt, Holivu.'oori "stlrs" r'etstts
solk ing i ' lc t()rs,  i ' ] l lJ  thc crpcr- icnccs an; lctor un. lcrgocs 1o l rcconre succcssf iL l .  Al l
oi his vicu's cr.rlightcned the studcnts to undcrsterrri that r pcrson cltt bccontc alr
; rctor s i thont h.rv ing to dlop out of  school.  hca. l  to (  le l i l i rnt ia,  l t tc l  r r ' l i t  to l rc
tliscor.erctl.

\\rc so cnjovcrl hlr,ing lrfu. Mauldin here,;urcl u,oulcl dctinitelv likc to scc hinr retum
in  I  f cs ' scaso l r s .

Sinccrclr',
,  A , --Jl/U/0/,- 

{/c'tl=
,..J

Nlc.qan \irrc '

(loordirutol of I'ublic Infirrr.r.r.rtion irnd (l()n .lunin' Scrvre cs

Southrvestern 1\'{iclrigan College . 58900 Clherry (irove Road . Dorvagiac, N{I .19047 . 616/782 511:1, 683 57E0



rr PIRATE PLAYHOUSE

lr{ichael l\.{auldin
283 5 South Fort Avenue
Apt ti{17
Springfield, Iv{O 65807

Deal Nl ichael,

I just rvantcd to take one nlore oppor-tunity to thank you lor the three spcctacular performances of
.Ltt Et attittc v itlt Alark Ttruirt you presented fbr us last month. I have seen you do the shotv off
and rrLl ti)r e:rr lv eiglrteen ycitrs norv, and I can only say that you get better every ycar. Jadcd as t
atl, and knorving you so rvcll, I still conre arvay fiom eycty pctfomrance feeling as if I'vc nrct
'Irvain 

l.rinrsell.

\:'our pell'crlntattccs rvcrc so rvell received that not onl.v have vou earrtcd L:s tremendous good will
rviLh thc comnunity we serve. but, I believe, have elevated thc standards lbr perlbrnrance fbr thc
entirc Jrea Brui o. inclecd l

Final tv.  I  a lso rranl  to thank you for thc three uorkshops volr  conductcd in our area schools.  The
studcnts rvere irtvolved and cxcited and tl)e teachcrs have intirrnred us they were among the rnost
succe\slirl ever helcl in thc ilistricts Bless.voir tbr helpring us look to the lirture o1-both the arts
And i ju l  corun)Lrn  l t l .

T lool.: tbnvard t() the tirne r.r,hcn rve c.ln rcpeat this cxperience.

Sinr er clr'-

Ster en Lcon
N{anaging Direclor

l l ( ) (  )  Pcr i* ' inklc \ \ ' l rv
A( l ) r i r ' r i s l ra l i r )n r  !1 ,11- -171 l l09  .  Bo i

Ij.r : 1)-11 "l l l  ()055

.  SrrnrhcI  ls l . rnd.  F lo l iJ . r  - l -1957
Ol l icc:  9 .11--1 i l  ( l ( l (16.  . r r l r r . lch:  9-+ l  195:- I - r0
.  E ' I 1 r i l :  P i r l r t e l ' 1u r  [ t ' uo l  i r , n r



t-ltlJ Commurutv and lechmcal Servlces
- J

Mega:r Yore
58900 Cherry Grove Road
Dou'agiac, III 49047

Februan' t  3, 199b

Tern Kippenbergcr
Nlai,nstage N{anacement
81+4A Big Bend Bh,d,
Sr.  Louis.  -NIO 631 1,9

Dear Terrt':

Ius: l sh,rr: nore io sar hou r:rurh r.r'e here l Soutbrr cslcrn trLrchrt.rn C.rllrcr
enloved h.rnng Nlichrcl Mau.idrn on cxmFus to perform lus u'ondcrfi:l rcnd..rucn oi
,4n Encntng ll'iri: JIarB Twain.

Tbe makcup proccss lr.{r. Mar-rldin underw'ent to become rhe "grand old men of
lcmers" *as in and of irelf amazing. Faculo'and sraJf u'ho met trIr. Mauldrn rhar
efternoon u'ere rulv astounded bl the remarkable traresformanon. In addidon, Nfu.
Mauldin's manncrisms, spcech, ald movemen$ a-l.l did well to suppon rhe i-[usion.
His selections u,ere trulv humorous and totallv lppropriate for a familv audience.

.rb , \ l ru i . in J. l \o prcscnred a shr)rr  lccture the.r t ternrrun bct i r rc c irc Fcnormlncc t( ,
arca hiqh school srudenrs and our orln dtama studcnts. I am surc rhat thcse vounq
n . , rn l .  r - l - . r ne ,1  r s  rn r r . ' l -  r rnm \ r c  rho r r rh rs  . r s  

' I  
d rd  h rs  r t eq ' s  on  thc  su te  o f  humor

xnd ronv in our s[)cierv u'ere x.hol]r' insichdu], as rvere lus opimons Jbr)ut Lhe
demrse oftheaue unforrunateir, exrstrng at present. Fiollt'wood "stars" r'ersus
u,orhng actors. and the experiences en actor undergoes to become successfr.rl. All
ofbrs vieu,s enlightened the students to understand that l pcrson cro bccome:n
acror uithout haring ro drop out ofschool, head to Cahfornia, end u r.rt tc be
discovered.

!\ic so cnjoved haring lvlr. Nlau.ldin here, and would definiteir'like ro see him rerurn
in a feu'  seasons.

Sincere.l_v,
A . -\ * - - / l A  -  |  |

I YV/gr,-- il0,0.-.
._.!_ /J

AIe l i rn Iore
Coordrnator of Public Inlormacion and Communiw Semces

Soutlwestern lvlichigan College . 58900 Cherr-v Grove Road . Dowagiac, Ntl 19047 . 616/782-5113, 68i5780



Dr, lv l  ichael r ' l  a u lc i in
c , ' o  Sou thwes t  iV [ i ssou r i  S ta te  Un ive rs i t v
Eng l i sh  Depar tmen t
90  I  S .  Na t i ona l  Ave .
Spr ing f i e ld .  \ lO  6 ,<30 - t

De  a r  D r .  N {  eu  i c i i n .

I  am rv r i t i ng  to  thank  vou  fo r  be ing  i nvo l ved  i n  Eng l i sh  Week .  I t  w rs  I  maqn i f i ccn t
e  xpc r i ence  rnd  I  , rm  rh l l l ed  t ha t  I go t  t he  chance  t o  a t t end .  I  w i t n i ed  t o  w r i [ e , . , L t u  I
l c t t e r .  t h rnk l ng  vou  f o r  vou r  suoe rb  p rescn ra t i on  on  " l n t e rp r c t i ng  Sh l kespea re , "  The
p resen ta t l on  was  cduc i t t i r ) na l  and  en re r t a i n i ng .  T r t  c r tmb ine  t hese  e l cmen tS  i s  ve r !
d i f f i cu l t  and  I  : r pp rec ia l c  t he  e f fo : t  , r ou  pu r  i n to  i r .

The  s tuden ts  vou  se lec tcd  a l so  c i i d  a  r vc 'nde r fu l  j ob ,  t hanks  to  the i r  d i rec to r .  you  na 'e
I  t r ue  t a l en t  r v i t h  i n re rp re t l t i on .  I  neve r  r ea l i zed  t ha r  Romeo  was  no t  on l v  head  ove r
heeLs  i o r  Ju l i e t .  bu t , , vas  a l so  ch l l Jeng ing  he r  i n t e l l ec r .  I  have  an  even  g rea te r
epo rec ia t i on  fo r  t he  p lev .  hav ing  ge ined  rhe  kno rv ledge  tha t  you  bes to rved  on  m lse l i
l nd  m ; r  f r i ends .  You  L l i d  a  r vonde : f u l j ob .  i  have  neve r  en joyed  [ e l r n i ng  abou t
Shakespe l re  so  much  i n  my  l i f e .

T  hank  you  l ga in ,
( ' \  |  ^ f
\n,r .r h l/1 i''-ftr\
\_JLL/\,{.V' - yt LL.L\J

Sar rh  Wa t t s



NJarch I  l .  2001

Dr. N.{ ichael \4auldin
S\4 Sl.i English Department
90I S. Nat ional
Springlreld.  NJO 6- i806

L)t-ar l ) r .  Nlauldin:

'f 
hank ', rlrt tirr the lecture \ ou gave r.rtt I hrLrsdav

have bcer a lirn ot'Shakespcare firr nranr lears.
in a u|irlc ncrv liqhL,

\ l - r r c h  1 5 .  J  t r l h  c n i o r c d  i t .  i
. \nd I  r i l r :  a l . lc  to  . , r  h i r  r r t ' r l , ,

I have stu(lied nranv of Sha[espeare's rvorks but Ror)co and .luliet hs llrr,'e1s
beetr  t r t t  i i t r t r r i t t - .  Because o1 \ 'our leclutr ' I  arn nou'ahlc t r ,  l i ,  i .  at  th! 'str \ l f  in e
\ l r t , le ncrr  I ight.  I  h lve curfcnl l \  t r ! -uur l  rcreaJiJr! l  i t  so l l ' ) l r i  I  cJn lotrk and s. 'c
u hrr t  e lse I  can lnd.

I appreciate the tir.]ie ),ou took to lecturc us. and I can promisc vou thar the things
I'ou 1llught us hAvc not urrne r:nlreecletl. Thank vou once again. I hope rhat I can
get the chance to hcar _-vrru spcuk srrme tirre in the luture.

i \  , i  / )
l1-'r",-rl:N.o- Lfzt/-4-
Angeld' t 'oopcr



u n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i s s o u r i - C o l u m b i a
Col lege o l  Ar ls  and Sc ience
317 Lowry  Ha l l
Co lumbia ,  MO 652 '11
( 5 7 3 - 4 8 2 - 4 4 2 1  , \
e -mai l :  TarkowT G)  m is  so  u  r i .ed  u

Juli -5. 211i16

Ptofcssot I\'1ic h ar-- I l\laulJin
L)!'pt. of The atr c
S N l S L
Sprr  n u l re lc l .  - \1O 65tO:

I )eur  \ |ch; ie l :

\ \ 'hat  can I  i . rLrss ib lv  s i r l  th l t  $ ' r l l  conr ! - \  r ] ) )  l ra t iLu i le .  and thr t  i r l  u l l  N lSA l (X)0 prr l l ! iP i r l t r . ,  f i r l

lour  sp lcndid J) r )cr  i inr .  To the ex lent  thr l  I1S, \  1000 i i red up rn ere l r  \ \ 'xv  to  thc s tandrrd \ \ ' l l .h  our
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l lLrpe r . . .u  SLI  s( ) lne lo l ) i i  lnr te  i r f l  thrs  s t r r tnrer .  H,rpc l lso lh l l  r )u t  p i r th t  : fc)Ss sr)J l l f  t inrc  thrs
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