By JUNE HATCHER
Entertainment Editor

The Backstage Playhouse is
in the process of making
some changes, and many of
them are visible to the eye,
while many are still on the
drawing board. Bettve Ll-
mere more recently became
the sole owner ol the dinner
theater, the only one in this
area, and she held a sneak
preview of the upcoming
show last night for
members of the press and o
honor the many volunteers
who make the theater a
$UCCCSS.

[er letter of welcome that
was on each table told of
some of the work that is in
pracess, but also told of the
chunges that will not be
made, especially keeping
the professional quality of
the pluyvs, the (riendly
atmosphere, and the line
food at reasonable prices.

Besides being treated 1o the
champagne supper, the
surprisc of the new paint,
carpet, lamps, etc., of the
remodeling, the guests were
given a special
performance of the
upcoming show, An
Evening With Mark I'wain, a
one-man show by Michael
Mauldin that will open Fri-
dav and play for three
weekends, with a special
performance this Sunday
gvening.

When there is only one
actor on the stage and four
picces of furniture, plus
some plants, there is very
little to talk about, right?
Not so!

Forgetting the wonderful
material of the American
humorist, and Mr. Mauldin

uses only Mr. Twain's words,
the show is spellbinding,
and one that no actor can
improve upon, nol even lal
Holbrook who made the
Mark Twain Evenings so
popular.

The idea is to take the
theatergoer back in time to
1905 when Mark Twain was
on a final lecture tour.
These arc the stories he
would tefl, with the
midwestern accent that has
found a trace of New Eng-
land in it.

All he needs is a podium,
desk, library table and a
chair l'or furmiture, plus a
glass for water, cigars, and
an old newspaper for the
realism that is enhanced by
the careful lighting rhat
his been worked oult.

Mr. Mauldin walks, tadks,
moves his hands, feet, neck,
his entire body, as an old
man with arthrits would.

Ilis timing, and usc¢ of
theshort sentence of
Twain's to draw a lauch
from each phrase are
exguisite,

But Mr. Mauldin plays
more than one character in
this evening visit with
Twain. He has Twain
beecome an Old San Francisco
stonyteller whose reminis-
censes get in the way of his
story. He alse has a segment
of a reporter interviewing
the voung Twain, playing
both parts as the ¢lder
Twain would. [le talks to
himself, sits and thinks,
smaokes cigars, and calls his
lecture a service,

The first half of the pro-
gram is light and is often
interrupted by applause,
while during the second
half, Twain sometimes gets

aggravated at the world,
reform, missionaries, etc.

There is one beautifully
poetic segment when Mark
Twain recounts life on the
Mississippi, especially a
description of sunrise on
the river that held last
night's audic¢nce breuthless.

[a [act, this audience of
newspeople and area per-
formers, those local people
who could be the most criti-
cal, spent the evening
luughing, applauding, quict
as church mice, then rising
{or the curtain call.
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Community and lechnical dervices

Mcegan Yore
58900 Cherry Grove Road
Dowaglac, M 49047

Terrv Kippenberger
Mainstage Management
8144A Big Bend Blvd,
St. Touis, MO 63119

Dear Terry:

Just a short note to sav how much we here at Southwestern Michigan College
enjoved having Michael Mauldin on campus to perform his wonderful rendition ot
An Evening With Mavk Twain.

The makeup process Mr. Mauldin underwent to become the “grand old man of
letrers™ was in and of itself amazing. Faculty and stafl who mer Mr. Mauldin tha
afternoon were truly astounded by the remarkable transformarion. In additon, Mr,
Mauldin’s mannerisms, speech, and movements all did well to support the illusion.
His sclections were truly humorous and rotally appropriate tor a tamuly audience.

Mr. Mauldin also presented a short lecrure the atternoon before the performance to
arca high school students and our own drama students. I am sure thar these voung
people gleaned as much from his thoughts as T did: his views on the state of humor
and irony in our society were wholly insighttul, as were his opinions about the
denusce of theatre unfortunately existing ar present, Hollvwood “stars™ versus
working actors, and the experiences an actor undergoes to become successful.  All
of his views enlightened the students to understand that a person can become an
actor without having to drop out of school, head to California, and wait to be
discovered.

We so enjoyved having Mr. Mauldin here, and would detinitely like to sec him return
in a few seasons,

Sincerely,
Mcgan Yore \-(M
Coordinator of Public Intormation and Community Scervices

Southwestern Michigan College ¢ 58900 Cherry Grove Road ® Dowagiac, M1 49047 » 616/782-5113, 683-5730




“rr PIRATE PLAYHOUSE

Michael Mauldin

2835 South Fort Avenue
Apt. 807

Springfield, MO 65807

Dear Michaet,

I just wanted to take one more opportunity to thank you for the three spectacular performances of
An Evening with Mark Divain you presented for us last month. [ have seen you do the show off
and on tor nearly eighteen years now, and I can only say that you get better every ycar. Jaded as 1
am, and knowing you so well, T still come away [rom every performance feeling as if ['ve met
Twain himselt.

Your perlormances were so well received that not only have vou earnced us tremendous good will
with the community we serve, but, I believe, have elevaled the standards for performance for the
entire area. Bravo, indeed!

Finally, 1 also want to thank you for the three workshops vou conducted in our area schools, The
students were involved and excited and the teachers have intormed us they were among the most
succeesstul ever held in the districts. Bless you for helping us look to the future of both the arts

and our community.

T look forward to the time when we can repeat this experience.

Sincercly,

Steven Leon
Managing Director

2200 Periwinkle Way ¢ Sunibel Island, Florida 33957
Administration: 941-472-4109 » Box Ofice: 941-472-0006 « artsrcach: 941-395-2130
Faxs O41-472-0055 « E-Mail: PiratePlav@@aol.com




U ¥ Community and lechnical dServices
-

Megan Yore
58900 Cherrv Grove Road
Dowagtac, MI 49047

February 13, 1996

Terrv Kippenberger
Mainstage Management
§144A Big Bend Bivd.
St. Louis, MO 63119

Dear Terry:

Tust a short note to sav how much we here at Southwestern Michigan College
enjoved having Michael Mauldin on campus to perform his wonderful rendition of
An Evening Witk Mark Twain,

The makeup process Mr. Mauldin underwent to become the “grand oid man of
ictrers” was 1n and of irself amazing. Faculty and sraff who met Mr. Mauldin that
afternoon were tuly astounded by the remarkable transformadgon. In additon, Mr.
Mauldin’s mannerisms, speech, and movements all did well to support the dlusion.
His selecuions were trulv humorous and torally appropriate for a family audience.

Mr. Mauldin also presented a short lecture the afternoon before the performance to
arca high school students and our own drama students. I am sure that these voung
people gieaned as much from his thoughts as T did: his views on the state of humor
and tronv in our socety were whollv insightful, as were his opinions about the
demise of theatre unforrunately existing at present, Hollvwood “stars™ versus
working actors, and the expenences an actor undergoes to become successful.  All
of his views enlightened the students to understand that a person can become an
actor without having to drop ourt of school, head to California, and wast to be
discovered.

We so enjoved having Mr. Mauldin here, and would definitely like to see him renurn
1n a few seasons.

Sincerely,

W/\ @LL/

Megan Yore

Coordinator of Public Information and Community Services

Southwestern Michigan College * 58500 Cherry Grove Road » Dowagiac, M1 49047  616/782-5113, 683-5780



Dr. Michael Mauldin

c/c Southwest Missouri State University
English Department

901 S. National Ave.

Springtield, MO 63304

Dear Dr. Maulidin,

[am writing to thank you for being involved in English Week. It was a magnificent
expertence and I am thrilled that [ got the chance to attend. T wanted to write vou a
letter. thanking you for your superb presentation on “Interpreting Shukespeare.” The
presentation was cducational and 2ntertaining. To combine these elements is very
difficult and [ appreciate the effort vou put into it

The students you sefected also did o wonderful job, thanks to their director. You have
atrue talent with interpretation. [ never realized that Romeo was not oniy head over
heels for Juliet, but was also challenging her intellect. [ have an even greater
appreciation for the play, having gained the knowledge that you bestowed on myself
and my friends. You did a wonderful job. T have never enjoved learning about
Shakespeare so much in my life.

Thank you zgain,
Sateh Webks

- Sarah Watts




March 21. 2001

Dr. Michael Mauldin
SMSU English Department
901 S. National
Springtield. MO 63806

Dear Dr. Mautdin:

Thank you for the lecture vou gave on Thursday March 15, T truly enjoved it. 1
have been a fan of Shakespeare for many vears. And ] was able to sce his works
in a whole new hight.

[ have studied many of Shakespeare™s works but Romeo and Juliet has always
been my favorite. Because of vour lecture [ am now able to lovk at the storv in a
whole new hight. T have currently begun rereading it o that T can Jook and sce
what else I can find.

[ apprecirte the time vou took to lecture us, and [ can promise vou that the things
vou taught us have not gone unheeded. Thank vou once again. 1 hope that 1 can
get the chance to hear vou speak some time in the future.

Sineerels.

/) i
UL,-’P”L@C J’(’,a_

Angela Cooper




University of Missouri-Columbia
College of Arts and Science
317 Lowry Hall

Columbia, MO 65211
(573-882-4421)

e-mail: TarkowT@missouri.edu

July 5, 2000

Professor Michae! Mauldin
Dept. of Theatre

SMSU

Sprnglield. MO 65802

Dear Michael:

What can I possibly say that will convey my gratitude, and that of all MSA 2000 participunts, for
vour splendid program. - To the extent that MSA 2000 hved up m every way to the standard which our
carlier Academies huve eslablished, we are in debt to people like you for taking time from other summer
activities and responsibilities to be with us and for conrbuting so significantly to the Academy’s
success. Your performance and subsequent discussion were first-rate i every way, We all learned
more than we possithly haped to from your talent and vour professionaliam,

Hope you et come good lime off this summer. Hepe alse thal our paths cross some time ihis

VoA,

Smeerely yours,

Theodore AL Tarkow
Co-Director

The Missouri Scholurs Acadeniy—
A Conmitinent to Excellerce
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