PROGRAM NOTES "LOUIS ARMSTRONG TRADITION"

Selections for Marcus Belgrave’s “Louis Armstrong Tradition” are drawn from recordings of both Armstrong’s “classic” early period in the 1920’s and 30’s…as well as Louis’ big hits from the 1950’s and 60’s. The program may include:

Satchel Mouth Swing – co-authored by Armstrong, from “small” big band Decca recording of 1938.

Lazy ‘Sippi Steamer - co-authored by Armstrong from “small” big band Decca of 1940.

Heebie Jeebies – the 1926 Hot Five classic, famous for Armstrong’s first “scat” singing.

Potato Head Blues- a Hot Five from 1927 noted for the beautiful construction of Armstrong’s “stop time’ chorus.

West End Blues – A Hot Five from 1928, introduced by a dazzling trumpet call, famous in jazz history, leading to a New Orleans style earthy blues.

Blueberry Hill – an early 50’s hit record for Louis (later covered by Fats Domino).

Back O Town Blues – co-authored by Armstrong in the 30’s, this version based on 1955 Columbia European concert recording.

Old Man Mose - co-authored by Armstrong, showing his great comedic sense in the lyric, from Decca recording of 1935.

Mack The Knife – a hit record for Louis in 1956, later covered by Bobby Darrin, Ella Fitzgerald and Frank Sinatra.

Someday You’ll Be Sorry – co-authored by Louis, from a 1953 Decca record.

When It Sleepy Time Down South  - Louis' theme song from the late 1920's on.

I Still Get Jealous – a tune from the “Hello Dolly” album on Kapp Records 1964.

Stardust – an early Armstrong masterpiece of Hoagy Carmichael’s classic. Vocal, trumpet solo and arrangement based on the 1931 recording.

A Kiss to Build A Dream On  – a hit record for Louis in 1951.

Strutting With Some Barbeque – authored by Lil Armstrong, a Hot Five first recorded in 1927.

What A Wonderful World - Louis’ hit record in 1968.

Hello Dolly - Louis’ biggest hit record ( 1964), it put the Beatles out of first place on the charts for two weeks.

