SIDEMEN BIOGRAPHIES for MARCUS BELGRAVE'S 

"LOUIS ARMSTRONG TRADITION"

PAUL KELLER (bass) of Ann Arbor was Diana Krall's bassist in 1995 and 1996 performing around the world with her trio and recording on her Grammy nominated CD tribute to Nat King Cole. He has performed with such acclaimed artists as Joe Williams, Cab Calloway, Oliver Jones, Mulgrew Miller, Jay McShann, James Moody, Barry Harris, Doc Cheatham and many others, appearing at America's major jazz festivals and jazz clubs.  The Paul Keller Orchestra has performed weekly for over fifteen years in Ann Arbor, toured twice in Europe, and recorded four CDs. Paul also leads several small combos (composing and arranging original music), and is in great demand for touring to festivals. He is also the producer/owner of the independent BOPO Records label.

PETER SIERS (drums) of Ann Arbor has been a touring member of the prominent Russell Malone Trio recording the album "Black Butterfly" on Columbia Records and has performed with Mose Allison, Frank Morgan, Mulgrew Miller, Lee Morgan, and Franz Jackson among many others. Pete has played major jazz festivals including the JVC, Newport, Sunfest, Playboy Festival, The North Sea Jazz Fest in Holland, and the Istanbul Festival in Turkey.  He performs frequently with Paul Keller and his drumming skills are wide ranging, able to play convincingly in modern or traditional styles, Latin and in big band or small combos. His most recent CD is "Those Who Choose to Swing", his trio with Keller and pianist Johnny O'Neal.

CHARLES GABRIEL (tenor sax, clarinet) was born in New Orleans into a family with a music tradition going back four generations ? preceding the founding of jazz! As a sixteen year old he toured in the Lionel Hampton Big Band. Moving to Detroit in the 1950s, Charlie co-led the Gabriel Brothers Traditional New Orleans Jazz Band for many years around that city. He also worked regularly with Aretha Franklin's Orchestra in the 70s and with Nancy Wilson.  Charlie continues to tour and record: playing at festivals in Bern, Frankfurt, Singapore, Switzerland and other countries. His duet CD with Red Richards won the prize of the "hot club de France" for best album of the year in 1994.  He is Marcus' most frequent performing partner and in the Armstrong shows plays authentic New Orleans style clarinet, and  tenor sax that is pure "swing era".

CHRIS SMITH (trombone, tuba) of Ann Arbor plays both traditional and modern jazz with equal seriousness and enjoyment. For many years he has performed with the Paul Keller Orchestra as lead and solo trombonist, and has composed or arranged music for the renowned Michigan big band on their recent albums. He has also recorded and toured for many years with James Dapogny’s Chicago Jazz Band, a Grammy-nominated classic jazz group that plays all over the United States and Canada. Recently he has played Sousaphone for Phil Ogilve’s Rhythm Kings, a unique early jazz big band, which he manages. Chris has also been known to perform on valve trombone, trombonium, euphonium, coronet and slide trumpet!

DAVE FLANIGAN ( alto sax, clarinet) of Detroit is equally comfortable in styles ranging from rock to society music to Dixieland, swing and modern jazz. Dave is well known as lead alto saxophonist in several of Detroit's top big bands: the Brookside Jazz Ensemble, the Detroit Jazz Winds, and the Emil Moro Orchestra, and he also plays tenor sax in the Mark Phillips Band. He is an active free-lancer in the area and has performed at the Ford Detroit International Jazz Festival.  A multi-instrumentalist, Dave also plays keyboards and serves as a church organist and has contributed to the musical arrangements for Marcus Belgrave's Armstrong presentations.

BILL MEYER (piano) is a versatile professional on the Detroit music scene, at home playing a wide range of music: Latin (in "Orchestra Inspircation"), Broadway, pop music and all the jazz styles: ragtime to bebop and beyond! He is an active area conductor and music contractor, having played for such acts as George Burns, Smokey Robinson, Cab Calloway, Burt Bacharach, Nipsey Russell, Natalie Cole and Savion Glover and for Broadway shows including "Guys and Dolls", "Forever Plaid", "All Night Strut", "The Rockettes", and "Mamma Mia". He has produced shows including "The Detroit Tribute to Paul Robeson" and "Barbara Dane Returns".

HUGH LEAL (guitar, banjo) has been active in promoting, recording and

playing jazz in Windsor and Detroit for over twenty-five years. In the past two decades his Parkwood Records label documented some of the last of the surviving 1920s and 30s jazzmen, beginning with Doc Cheatham's first feature album as a "singer/trumpeter". Hugh has produced recordings of Marcus Belgrave in the company of Cheatham, Art Hodes, Franz Jackson, Sammy Price, Charlie Gabriel and others.  As a rhythm guitarist Leal has led his band, recording a CD with Chicago sax pioneer Franz Jackson at the 1998 Montreux Detroit Jazz Festival and appeared  with Chet Bogan's Wolverines at the Bix Beiderbecke and Sacramento Dixieland Festivals.

For more info call Hugh Leal- cell: 727-744-2724 or email: lealjazz@cogeco.ca
