Marcus, Charlie and Joan: New Orleans Celebration

MARCUS BELGRAVE BIOGRAPHY

MARCUS BELGRAVE - trumpet, vocals  (born in Chester, PA in 1936) came to prominence in the late 1950's, touring and recording with Ray Charles' Orchestra, then spent the early 60's spearheading the modern jazz movement in New York working and recording in the bands of such innovators as Charles Mingus, Eric Dolphy and Max Roach.  Since moving to Detroit in the mid-1960's to join Motown records as staff trumpeter, Marcus has established himself as the leading force of Detroit's jazz scene.  He has been frequently acknowledged as a key mentor by a new generation of Detroit jazz players including Geri Allen, Robert Hurst, James Carter, Regina Carter, and Kenny Garrett. Marcus continues his devotion to young performers, currently as Director of the Detroit Symphony sponsored Civic Youth Jazz Orchestra.

    Marcus still tours and records in the world's major jazz centers.  He was an original member of The Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra (chosen for that group by Wynton Marsalis), and played across America, appearing on national television specials.  With the LCJO Marcus recorded for CBS /SONY Records and some of that music is heard in the feature CD and video soundtrack to Ken Burn's historic film, "Jazz,” shown on PBS TV.

    Marcus belongs to the tiny group of jazz players who can play virtually any style of jazz with great authenticity, while always bringing something fresh to the music.  Over the years he has recorded with such original "traditional jazzmen" as Gene Krupa, Art Hodes, Doc Cheatham, Sammy Price and Franz Jackson.  In 2001 Marcus formed a combo to perform music in a "Tribute to Louis Armstrong" with arrangements based on Armstrong's classic recordings. Marcus has been active touring in the USA and Canada, presenting Armstrong's music with his octet and also appearing with orchestras in their symphony pops series.

     Marcus Belgrave demonstrates a lyricism and tone seldom heard from most "Dixieland" trumpeters. In his unique "Dixie/New Orleans" trumpet sound he successfully combines the traditional style with his more "modernistic" and inventive musical ideas, bringing a freshness to the music that any music lover can appreciate.

CHARLES GABRIEL  BIOGRAPHY

CHARLES GABRIEL - clarinet, tenor sax, vocals (born in New Orleans in 1932) is from a family which has been playing music in that city going back four generations* – the earliest preceding the beginnings of jazz!  He began playing at age eleven in bands led by his father and uncles. As a youngster, Charlie also performed in the bands of such legendary New Orleans bandleaders as Kid Howard, Kid Sheik, George Lewis and T. Boy Rena's Eureka Jazz Band. (Incidentally, Freddie Keppard and Sidney Bechet played in Charlie's grandfather's band!)  As a sixteen year old Charlie played in the Lionel Hampton "Junior Beboppers", a special youth big band that Hampton fronted and showcased on his tours.         

    Moving to Detroit in the 1950s, Charlie played in the Gabriel Brothers Traditional New Orleans Jazz Band, co-led by his father Mannie and Uncle Percy. That group was one of Detroit's most popular New Orleans style groups from the 1960's into the 1980's. He also worked regularly with Aretha Franklin’s Orchestra in the 70’s and with Nancy Wilson.  In this period, Charlie was also a member of drumming great J.C. Heard's combo and played at many European festivals and for the Hilton Hotel chain.  He appeared in Bern, Frankfurt, Singapore, Switzerland, the Spoletto (Italy) Festival and in the 80's in Indonesia and other Far East countries. He also returns to New Orleans periodically, performing with the Camilla Jazz Band and touring with other NOLA based jazzmen. Charles' duet CD with the late pianist Red Richards won the grand prize for "best foreign recording" from the “hot club de France” in 1994.

    Charlie's clarinet style is a quintessential New Orleans sound, and his "hornman/singer" vocal deliveries reflect another aspect of his upbringing in the New Orleans entertainment/music tradition. 

*jazz fans can learn more about the New Orleans Gabriel family history of music by visiting the Hogan Jazz Archive at Tulane University in NOLA.

Joan Bow (vocalist, producer, songwriter) is from Ann Arbor, Michigan. Joan began her musical career singing in the choir of the Baptist church. Her musical education continued while studying classical voice. Her versatility as a musical stylist allowed her to perform as a vocalist in various genres of music including jazz, soul, and R&B.   Joan arrived in Los Angeles from Michigan in the late 70’s and in  L.A. she refined her style performing primarily as a lead vocalist. She took leave from performing to marry and raise a family. She now re-enters the music scene with a mature form, powerful voice, and her own jazzy/ blues style.  Her own CD release Variations showcases all of  these styles in newly created arrangements featured with Marcus Belgrave and Charlie Gabriel. Sharing the spotlight with these two stalwart Detroit hornmen/vocalists, Joan is also featured on the new CD: A Tribute to New Orleans, Ray Charles and The Great Ladies of Song. Whether performing with a traditional big band or a small ensemble, listeners will find themselves transported on a musical journey from the 30’s to the present: including sweet love songs, sorrowful blues, and swinging beats. 

PAUL KELLER (bass) of Ann Arbor was Diana Krall's bassist in 1995 and 1996 performing around the world with her trio and recording on her Grammy nominated CD tribute to Nat King Cole. He has performed with such acclaimed artists as Joe Williams, Cab Calloway, Oliver Jones, Mulgrew Miller, Jay McShann, James Moody, Barry Harris, Doc Cheatham and many others, appearing at America's major jazz festivals and jazz clubs.  The Paul Keller Orchestra has performed weekly for over fifteen years in Ann Arbor, toured twice in Europe, and recorded four CDs. Paul also leads several small combos (composing and arranging original music), and is in great demand for touring to festivals. He is also the producer/owner of the independent BOPO Records label.

PETER SIERS (drums) of Ann Arbor has been a touring member of the prominent Russell Malone Trio recording the album "Black Butterfly" on Columbia Records and has performed with Mose Allison, Frank Morgan, Mulgrew Miller, Lee Morgan, and Franz Jackson among many others. Pete has played major jazz festivals including the JVC, Newport, Sunfest, Playboy Festival, The North Sea Jazz Fest in Holland, and the Istanbul Festival in Turkey.  He performs frequently with Paul Keller and his drumming skills are wide ranging, able to play convincingly in modern or traditional styles, Latin and in big band or small combos. His most recent CD is "Those Who Choose to Swing", his trio with Keller and pianist Johnny O'Neal.

CHARLES GABRIEL (tenor sax, clarinet) was born in New Orleans into a family with a music tradition going back four generations ? preceding the founding of jazz! As a sixteen year old he toured in the Lionel Hampton Big Band. Moving to Detroit in the 1950s, Charlie co-led the Gabriel Brothers Traditional New Orleans Jazz Band for many years around that city. He also worked regularly with Aretha Franklin's Orchestra in the 70s and with Nancy Wilson.  Charlie continues to tour and record: playing at festivals in Bern, Frankfurt, Singapore, Switzerland and other countries. His duet CD with Red Richards won the prize of the "hot club de France" for best album of the year in 1994.  He is Marcus' most frequent performing partner and in the Armstrong shows plays authentic New Orleans style clarinet, and  tenor sax that is pure "swing era".

BILL MEYER (piano) is a versatile professional on the Detroit music scene, at home playing a wide range of music: Latin (in "Orchestra Inspircation"), Broadway, pop music and all the jazz styles: ragtime to bebop and beyond! He is an active area conductor and music contractor, having played for such acts as George Burns, Smokey Robinson, Cab Calloway, Burt Bacharach, Nipsey Russell, Natalie Cole and Savion Glover and for Broadway shows including "Guys and Dolls", "Forever Plaid", "All Night Strut", "The Rockettes", and "Mamma Mia". He has produced shows including "The Detroit Tribute to Paul Robeson" and "Barbara Dane Returns".

