MARCUS BELGRAVE ARMSTRONG BAND INFO

CHARLIE GABRIEL (tenor sax, clarinet, flute, vocals) was born in 1932 in New Orleans into a family with a musical tradition going back four generations – preceding the founding of jazz!  As a boy, Charlie played with such New Orleans legends as the Eureka Brass Band, Kid Shiek, and George Lewis.  As a sixteen year old, he toured in the Lionel Hampton “Junior Beboppers “ensemble. Moving to Detroit in the 1950’s, Charlie co-led the Gabriel Brothers Traditional New Orleans Jazz Band for many years.  He also worked regularly with Aretha Franklin’s orchestra, as well as with Nancy Wilson in the 1970’s. As well as today touring with the renowned Preservation Hall Jazz Band.   Charlie continues to tour and record, playing at festivals in, Frankfurt, Singapore, Switzerland, Germany and other countries, His duet CD with Red Richards won the prize of the “hot club de France” for best foreign album of the year. Charlie also tours with New Orleans’ Historic Preservation Hall Band (www.charliegabriel.com) .

JOAN BOW-BELGRAVE (vocalist, producer, songwriter) was born in Ann Arbor, MI  Joan, began her musical career, singing in the choir of the Baptist church.  While her gospel roots run deep, her study of classical voice with Univ. of Michigan’s renowned tenor Willis Paterson  trained her for  versatility and  allowed her to perform as a vocalist in various genres of music from Jazz, Blues, and Gospel to Soul.  Joan arrived in Los Angeles from Michigan in the late 70’s performing primarily as a lead vocalist. She has her own powerful jazzy/blues style, and lists Billie Holiday as her influence. Her solo CD “Variations” showcases all of this and more.  She  performs  on & co-produced the CD “You Don’t Know Me”- Marcus Belgrave’s tribute to New Orleans, Ray Charles and the Great Ladies of Song , collaboration with Detroit’s official Jazz Master Laureate  Marcus Belgrave, & Charlie Gabriel. Joan is a touring Lead vocalist with Marcus Belgrave’s  Jazz Ensembles, as well as a lead vocalist with Charlie Gabriel’s Jazz Ensemble. Dazzling Audiences with performances at Detroit’s, Legendary Baker’s Keyboard Lounge, Cliff Bells, Sold out performance at Detroit’s Player’s Playhouse Theatre.  She has performed at  Chicago’s Andy’s  Jazz Club, The Toronto Jazz Festival, Detroit Jazz Festival,  Huntsville, Ontario Jazz Festival,  and with Hammond B3 artist Tony Monaco, at  Kerrytown Concert House. Whether she is performing with a traditional big band, or a small ensemble of skilled musicians, you will find yourself transported on a musical journey from the 30’s to the present, including sweet love songs, sorrowful blues, and swinging beats.  (www.joanbowbelgrave.com)

BILL MEYER (piano) of Detroit, MI is a versatile professional on the Detroit music scene – at home playing a wide range of music:  his own ensemble Latin  (Orchestra Inspircation), Broadway, pop music and all the jazz styles:  for such acts as George Burns, Cab Calloway, Smokey Robinson, Burt Bacharach, Nipsey Russell, Natalie Cole and Savion Glover.  For Broadway shows including “Guys and Dolls”, “Forever Plaid”, “All Night Strut”, “The Rockettes”, and “Mamma Mia”, He is a sought after producer and has produced shows such as “The Detroit Tribute to Paul Robeson” and “Barbara Dane Returns”.  Bill is a former musical director for Ms. Martha Reeves, and is an integral part of the Marcus Belgrave Ensemble.

CHRIS SMITH (trombone) of Ann Arbor, MI plays both traditional and modern jazz with equal seriousness and enjoyment.  Chris was born in New Orleans, and like his father learned the trombone instrument from a true New Orleans perspective. You will hear the full lush sound of Louisiana in his tone.  For many years he has performed as a lead and solo trombonist and has composed or arranged music for big band orchestras. He has also been called upon to arrange for the Marcus Belgrave Jazz Ensembles.  Chris is a strong leader and as such serves as a manager for his own band (Phil Olgilives Rhythm Kings).

PETER SIERS (drums) of Ann Arbor, MI has been a touring member of the prominent Russell Malone Trio recording the album “Black Butterfly” on Columbia Records.  He has performed with Mose Allison, Frank Morgan, Mulgrew Miller, Lee Morgan and Franz Jackson among many others.  Pete has played major jazz festivals including the JVC, Newport, Sunfest, Playboy Festival, The North Sea Jazz Festival in Holland, and the Istanbul Festival in Turkey.  He performs frequently with Paul Keller and his drumming skills are wide ranging…. able to play convincingly in modern or traditional styles, Latin (leading his Los Gatos band) in big band or small combos.

PAUL KELLER (bass) of Ann Arbor, MI was Diana Krall’s bassist in 1995 and 1996 performing around the world with her trio and recording on her Grammy nominated CD tribute to Nat King Cole.  Paul continues currently with periodic tours with Krall, recently seen with her on David Letterman’s show.  He has performed with such acclaimed artists as Joe Williams, Cab Calloway, Oliver Jones, Mulgrew Miller, Jay McShann, James Moody, Barry Harris, Doc Cheatham and many others appearing at American’s major jazz festivals and jazz clubs.  The Paul Keller Orchestra has performed weekly for over fifteen years in Ann Arbor, toured twice in Europe, and also records.    Paul also leads several combos (composing and arranging original music).  He is also a producer/owner of the independent PKO Records label.

DAVE FLANIGAN (alto sax, clarinet) of  Florida, is equally comfortable in styles ranging from rock to society music, to Dixieland, swing and modern jazz.  Dave is well known as a lead alto saxophonist in several big bands.  He is an active free-lancer and has performed at the Detroit International Jazz Festival.  A multi-instrumentalist, Dave also plays keyboards and serves as church organist.  He has also contributed to arrangements on the Marcus Belgrave Louis Armstrong ensemble.

