Marcus Belgrave Biography

Marcus Belgrave is Detroit’s internationally recognized jazz trumpet great.  He came to prominence in the late 50’s, touring and recording the late great Ray Charles’ Orchestra, at the height of Ray’s hit-making era.  Marcus is heard as a trumpet soloist on some of Ray’s most famous “hits”… both albums and singles. He always pays tribute to Ray, who mentored him from the young age of 19.   He was also mentored by the Great Clifford Brown.  Clifford’s early influence on the young Belgrave can still be heard in his tone.  Belgrave then spent the early 60’s spearheading the modern jazz movement in New York working and recording in the bands of such major innovators as Charles Mingus, Eric Dolphy and Max Roach.  Many of these classic recordings (on Atlantic, Columbia and other major labels) have now been re-issued on CD.  Since moving to Detroit in the mid- 1960’s to join Motown Records as staff trumpeter, (playing on all the Motown hits.  Marcus has established himself as Detroit’s foremost jazz musician. He was recently awarded the singular title of  official Jazz Master Laureate for the City of Detroit.  His performances now encompass the whole history of jazz musical styles…. From early New Orleans, to Swing, Bebop and on to the latest contemporary sounds.  Marcus continues to tour and record in the world’s major jazz centers.  He was an original member of the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra (chosen for that group by Wynton Marsalis), and with them, played across American, appearing on national television specials.  He also appeared on Jay Leno’s NBC To-Night Show as a special solo guest in the Branford Marsalis Band.  He returned to that show in 1993 for a performance with the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra.  With the JALCO Marcus recorded for CBS/SONY Records and some of that music is heard in the feature CD and video soundtrack  to Ken Burn’s historic film “Jazz” shown on PBS TV.  On Marcus’ project A tribute to Louis Armstrong, he has arranged an eight piece ensemble with transcriptions and written arrangements of Armstrong’s classic solos and recordings from the 1920’s Hot Fives and Sevens and 1930’s  Decca Records era: (including Satchel Mouth Swing, West End blues, Old Man Mose, Stardust, Potato Head Blues, Heebie Jeebies as well as duet’s Louis did with Ella and Billie such as Cheek to Cheek , Sweet Hunk O Trash and others), plus Louis’ giant “hits” from the 50’s and 60’s: (Hello Dolly, What A Wonderful World, A Kiss to Build a Dream On and more.  In these concerts, Marcus brings to life Armstrong’s bravura trumpet innovations as well as vocalizing in Satchmo’s inimitable “swing and scat” singing style.  Marcus has performed the music of Louis Armstrong with the Detroit Symphony and other American Orchestras, and  at Henry Ford Museum, the Charles H. Wright Museum of Afro-American History, and the Detroit International Jazz Festival and in concert halls across the United States, Canada and Puerto Rico.  Recent appearances include the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival, new York city’s Highlights  In Jazz Series  In January 2006 Marcus was a featured soloist as part of the Detroit Jazz Master’s concerts with the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra at Frederick Rose Hall in New York, A concert that included other Detroit Jazz Master’s Yusef Lateef, Ron Carter, Curtis Fuller, Charles McPherson, and his protégé’ Geri Allen., 2008 brought a reunion performance with Wynton Marsalis’ JALCO with the Detroit Symphony. Always the teacher, Marcus continues to mentor the “next generation” of jazz musicians.. a few of his protégé’s include: violinist, Regina Carter, bassist, Robert Hurst, and saxophonist, Kenny Garrett.  Performances by Marcus Belgrave are marked not only by his great technical virtuosity, soulful tone and style and seeming limitless improvisational creativity, but also by an on-stage persona exuding warmth and joy in music making that communicates to audiences’ where ever he performs.  His performances of Armstrong’s trumpet classics follow the general shape of Louis’ approach, but are delivered with Belgrave’s personalized interpretation and nuance.  As a singer, Marcus is blessed with a natural low and gravelly voice… so his “Satchmo-like” vocalizing comes off evoking the Armstrong sound, spirit and warmth with uncanny ease.  His CD “Tribute to Louis Armstrong” was accepted for inclusion as part of the official Louis Armstrong House and Archives at Queens College, flushing, New York. His CD Tribute to New Orleans, Ray Charles & The Great Ladies of Song, highlight his collaborative side as he has fun with the music in duets and shows the audience a bit of  the New Orleans spirit which produced such great music.. He currently also tours (as a special guest) with the Historic New Orleans Preservation Hall Band.

