Marcus, Charlie and Joan: New Orleans Celebration

Program notes

Music for Marcus and Charlie's Detroit/New Orleans Connection is drawn from the rich tradition and wide-ranging sources of materials used in New Orleans jazz. There are tunes specific to that city, composed in celebration of all it has to offer, such as "Do You Know What It Means? (To Miss New Orleans),” "Bourbon Street Parade,” "South Rampart Street Parade "and the "Basin Street Blues". Other tunes are drawn from the classic American songbook styles and composers such as "I Can't Give You Anything But Love,"  "I'm Going to Sit Right Down (and Write Myself a Letter),” and "When You're Smiling.” The New Orleans tradition of gospel and the post-funeral celebration are included with such standards as "Just A Closer Walk With Thee" and "Oh! Didn't He Ramble.”  Marcus and Charlie have also discovered some "overlooked" song gems, such as the less heard "It's Just a Little Street Where Old Friends Meet" (recorded by Nat King Cole). Their program always includes some tunes associated with New Orleans' most famous son, Louis Armstrong. Marcus and Charlie vocalize on such hits as "Mack the Knife" and "Sunny Side of the Street,"  plus "I Still Get Jealous"...a nice tune from Armstrong's "Hello Dolly" LP album.

All this material offers Marcus and Charlie the opportunity for swinging and spontaneous improvising. Their approach is always for free-wheeling interpretations...rather than sticking to any set routines in the band. Riffs and informal "arrangements" occur naturally, on the spot.

