Battle of the Bands

The Jim Cullum 'riverwalk'

jazz Band

Banu Gibson and The 

New Orleans Hot Jazz


refereed by David Holt

Two great bands battle 'for the gold' with Grammy Winning storyteller David Holt as referee.

Originally conceived as one of the nationally broadcast, award winning Riverwalk Live from the Landing  

PRI radio shows, Battle of the Bands  brings fun, energy and good music to the stage.

The show features the celebrated Banu Gibson and her New Orleans Hot Jazz plus The Jim Cullum Riverwalk Jazz Band.  Each known for their special interpretations of America's early classic jazz - tunes and songs of Fats Waller, George Gershwin, Louis Armstrong and Bix Beiderbeck for starters.

David Holt keeps order in the arena between the 1290 pound Cullum Band and the 1160 pound Gibson Band.  Leader and cornet player, Jim Cullum, along with his band swing their music to the back of the hall and Banu Gibson, singer/entertainer sweeps the ring with great singing and bouncing energy. 

A show to catch your fancy.


Quotes about the stars:



Jim Cullum's Riverwalk Jazz Band

"The Jim Cullum Jazz Band, in our opinion, is the best jazz band in the country (USA), and quite possibly the world."




Stanley Dance, Jazz Journal International

"...the septet had an exuberant spirit that flooded through both the ensembles and solos...with stop-time duets, breaks and fresh voicing."




John Williams, The New York Times

Banu Gibson & the New Orleans Hot Jazz

"...an irresistible brand of entertainment.   I'm crazy about them!"




Leonard Maltin of Entertainment Tonight

"The best time you can have in a room full of people."




Arizona Daily Star

David Holt, Grammy winning musician/storyteller

"Holt inspires laughs and shivers as he draws on his vast store of south-ern tales and folklore.  No gimmicks-just Holt's expressive face and body, a few musical instruments and a warm voice weaving word magic."




Los Angeles Times

"Holt is the keeper of a national treasure and close to being one himself."




Indianapolis News

