WHATCHA GONNA SWING TONIGHT?
JAMES DAPOGNY'S CHICAGO JAZZ BAND

AND

THE CHENILLE SISTERS

LIGHTING

General conditions:
We set up in a basically centered area about 15'6" deep.  The area is 29'6" wide with a 7-foot piano or 31'6" wide with a 9-foot piano, and as far as possible downstage (see plot enclosed).  We would like to have only this area lit, with the capacity for lighting either the band or Chenilles (since each group performs some material alone) separately or the two together.

We would appreciate having both general stage lighting as indicated below and a follow spot.  Routine sheets we will bring with us indicate both what sort of general wash we'd like and where to use follow spots (see specimen routine sheet enclosed).  The routine sheets, one sheet for each tune, will have the road maps for the tunes, and will be in the order of the tunes in the show.

     What's below is what we consider normal, but we're happy to adapt to your facilities and ideas.  We often find lighting people catching things better than we'd planned and making improvements on what we've thought of, so use this as a general guide.

Stage background:

  Black/dark velour or traveler, black legs or

  White scrim backdrop.

  Border or strip lights - color wash from floor up.

Some specifics:
     Washes:  on our routine sheets, we call for "bright stage," meaning no color, "blue wash," by which we're shooting for a night-club look, red/pink wash, or amber wash.  And sometimes we don't know what we're calling for, just trying to give you a feel for the mood and leaving it up to you.

    Presets, both halves of show: low wash @ 2-3.

Here's how the show starts:   The band enters.  After the band is in place and ready to play, the pianist will enter from the stage-right wings.  Pick him up with the spot and follow him to the piano.  He will start to play.  Keep the spot on him until the band begins to play (after an eight-measure piano introduction) when the spot should go out and the band come up to full.

     Lighting while band alone is playing:  Announcer-out; Band-full; House-out.

     Lighting during announcements, band alone portion of show:  Announcer - full (this could be the pianist--announcing from the announce mic, #1, clarinetist--from his vocal mic, #4, or drummer, from his vocal mic, #5: the routine sheets will say which); Band-half; House-out.  

Lighting during band and Chenilles performing together:  we're not very organized about this.  The routine sheet will give you the mood of the tune and let you know where to use spots on the band's soloists.  Other than that, it's up to you.

Lighting during announcements, band and Chenilles together:  announcers will be the pianist and the Chenilles. We'll try to specify on the routine sheets so you know who to pick up. 

Further questions, contact James Dapogny at (734) 665-9816 home
______________________________________________________________________________________


