STOMPING AT THE LINCOLN GARDENS: CHICAGO IN THE 1920S

           If there ever was a real Roaring Twenties, it was in Chicago. For a short, exciting time, a little more than a decade, Chicago was the center of the jazz universe. It was home to the flowering of transplanted New Orleans jazz, the Chicagoan developments of it, and the emerging big band music that was to dominate the 1930s. This was all encouraged by legendarily permissive civic institutions willing to look the other way in the face of wide-spread defiance of prohibition. Chicago’s rich jazz life presented veterans such as King Oliver and Jelly Roll Morton and emerging younger players such as Louis Armstrong and Benny Goodman. 

           Before the centers of music-business activity, publishing, recording, and booking—and with them the musicians themselves—moved to New York, and before a reformist civic administration clamped down on the city’s free-wheeling night life, Chicago’s rich musical environment produced jazz of such variety, power and artistic reach that it still echoes in today’s music. 

           James Dapogny’s Chicago Jazz Band presents a show highlighting the amazing range of beautiful, compelling music produced during this legendary—but real—heyday. 

*A special feature can be added to this concert: if sponsors can provide two local musicians to play with JDCJB on three or four tunes, the band can present some significant early big band music. The musicians would be an alto saxophonist doubling clarinet and a trumpet and both need only to read music, not to improvise. They would get the music ahead of time and run through it before the performance. 

