
Phil Ogilvie's Rhythm Kings is a ten-piece group concentrating on the standards and jazz of ca. 1925 to 1933.  This was a remarkable period in American music when jazz and pop groups shared the same repertoire--something that's not possible with today's music.  

In popular music many of the pieces we consider "standards" nowadays come from this period as Irving Berlin, George Gershwin and Cole Porter were all active writing individual pop tunes and contributing memorable music to musicals and films.  

And in the jazz of the period the big band was being developed in the hands of earlier masters King Oliver and Jelly Roll Morton and by the younger musicians, including Duke Ellington, Count Basie, the Dorsey brothers and Benny Goodman, who were growing with the big band as their normal group.

This is a period of amazing richness in American popular music and jazz, with American standards of the period traveling worldwide and becoming recognizable everywhere.

Phil Ogilvle's Rhythm Kings was formed as a band by pianist James Dapogny and tubist/trombonist Chris Smith.  They've kept the band playing every Sunday evening in Ann Arbor, first at the Firefly Club then, since its demise, at LIVE.  Over these years they've made a CD and played many outside appearances, often those specifically meant for dancing, and they have a loyal following of both younger and older dancers from southeast Michigan.  These fans have brought them as far as Washington, D.C. for special events.
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