TWO EXTRAORDINARY AMERICAN WORKS

James P. Johnson (1894-1955), jazz pianist of the first rank, also wrote concert works, including two one-act operas. THE DREAMY KID is a grim, dramatic character study by Eugene O’Neill, and DE ORGANIZER, a joyful, triumphant story by Langston Hughes, tells about organizing sharecroppers into a union. After its debut in Carnegie Hall, DE ORGANIZER disappeared and THE DREAMY KID was never performed. Neither piece existed in complete form anymore, until, from existing fragments, jazz pianist James Dapogny restored them. Dapogny, as restorer and pianist, and conductor Kenneth Keisler, professors at the University of Michigan School of Music, premiered the restoration of DE ORGANIZER there to great acclaim. Now Johnson’s dream, to perform both pieces on a single evening, can be realized with your symphony.
