James Dapogny's Chicago Jazz Band: Educational Presentations

James Dapogny, pianist, leader, arranger of James Dapogny's Chicago Jazz Band, is also Professor of Music at the University of Michigan, where he has been recognized for teaching excellence. Internationally known as a jazz scholar, too, he's best-known for Jelly Roll Morton: The Collected Piano Music, a first-of-its-kind collected edition of a jazz musician's work. He is also author of 20 entries in Grove's Dictionary.

James Dapogny's Chicago Jazz Band, traditional-jazz specialists, releasing their eighth album and celebrating their twentieth year of national touring, play hundreds of pieces from the first fifty years of jazz ranging from ensemble ragtime to New Orleans jazz, to Chicago jazz to swing, Joplin to Ellington.

Educational Presentations
Drawing from their large repertoire, the band structures classes touching on the nature and history of the music. Liberally filled with music, beautifully and authentically played, with Dapogny's commentary, the classes help students to hear jazz, and indeed other music, too, more clearly and critically. These presentations illustrate much about jazz history, structure and culture, and are valuable for both general cultural development and musicianly development. For today's players interested in classic jazz, a hands-on session between  band and student musicians is very apt.

What Are They Doing?: Shows how a jazz performance is built:  1) jazz, a way of playing.  2) what are the characteristics and functions of the instruments of the rhythm section.  3) improvisation in jazz - its nature, variety and place.  4) arranging - what does it consist of?  5) jazz repertoire-where do jazz musicians get the music they play?

Jazz From Its Beginnings to 1940: A chronological tour of changing styles, from ensemble ragtime to the pre-Bop style of the early 1940's small groups such as Benny Goodman's. But also commentary on what makes all of these styles branches of the same tree.

Jazz Composition and Arranging: As seen primarily through the music of Jelly Roll Morton and Duke Ellington. How can we say the music is 'composed' if it features improvisation and never sounds the same way twice? Arranging; structuring the horizontal and the vertical in music.

The Solo Jazz Piano Tradition, 1895-1945: this time without the band, Dapogny illustrates jazz piano history during a period when solo piano was an important medium. And he explains why it stopped being an important solo medium.

