Dave Bennett's Clarinet Swing Kings features the "great hits of the great clarinetists".

From hits by Artie Shaw (dubbed the "King of the Clarinet" by his fans, to rival Goodman as the "King of Swing") comes Nightmare and Begin The Beguine. Nightmare is Shaw's own composition and became his theme song. Its dark and morose tonal character, built on a single chord, was the antithesis to other themes of swing era bandleaders. Begin the Beguine by Cole Porter became the smash hit in 1938 that skyrocketed Shaw to fame. It was recorded at Shaw's first session on his new RCA Victor contract and is also another very unusual song. It is 108 measures long: a series of phrases of 16 measures, with a final section of 28 measures. Despite the length, the tune holds up melodically and harmonically, though Porter himself reportedly said, "I can never remember the whole thing."

Some of Pete Fountain's hits (heard as a medley in the Symphony Pops version) include Way Down Yonder in New Orleans, Just a Closer Walk with Thee, Do You Know What it Means? (To Miss New Orleans),You are My Sunshine and The Saints Go Marching In. Bennett also sings on a special arrangement of St James Infirmary, another New Orleans/Fountain favorite. Bennett on clarinet and vocalist Carol McCartney team up for I've Got a Right to Sing the Blues, as heard on a record made by Pete and Brenda Lee. These hits come from Fountain's top selling singles and LP albums on Coral Records in the early 1960's. In the late fifties Fountain enjoyed national TV exposure as a member of the Lawrence Welk Orchestra, invited to play a "Dixieland/New Orleans" feature each week by Welk. Even after his era of "hit-making," Fountain continued through the 60's, 70's and 80's as a favorite of Johnny Carson on The Tonight Show, where songs like Do you Know What It Means? and Closer Walk became personal trademarks.

Jimmy Dorsey (older brother of Tommy Dorsey) became one of the top clarinetist/saxophonist/bandleaders of the "big band era" after leaving the Dorsey Brothers Orchestra and forming his own orchestra in 1935. During the 1930's and 40's Dorsey had eleven number one hits as well as many other records hitting the charts. Jimmy appeared as himself in the Hollywood movie, The Fabulous Dorseys. Many of his hits were due to the popularity of his vocalists Helen O'Connell and Bob Eberly. Bennett's program includes vocalist Carol McCartney doing the popular Dorsey hit Tangerine.


Woody Herman was another clarinet/sax/bandleader who reached the top of popularity during the "big band era"...and beyond. After two years on Decca Records, Woody Herman and his Herd had their first hit in 1939 with Woodchopper's Ball, heard in Bennett's program.The orchestra's slogan was "The Band that Plays the Blues" and this first hit was no exception: Woodchopper's Ball, with its strong riff-like theme, is really just a blues in disguise. Herman, like Shaw, also had an interest in classical music and he commissioned Igor Stravinsky to create Ebony Concerto for his solo clarinet and his orchestra. Herman's band through the late 40's and 50's incorporated a lot of "bebop" and "modern" jazz sounds.

"Acker" Bernard Bilk was born in Somerset England ("Acker" is local slang for friend or mate). Bilk was part of the British "trad jazz" boom of the mid 1950's, joining Ken Colyer's band in 1954. In 1960 Bilk formed his own Summer Set jazz band and started a run of 11 "top 50" hit singles. In 1962 he composed Stranger on the Shore for a British TV series, then recorded it. With his signature deep quivering tone, coupled with a string chorale on the album, the tune became a smash hit, going 55 weeks on the UK charts and becoming an international success. The tune made Bilk the first British male to ever have a number one tune on the Billboard Magazine listings.

Benny Goodman truly was the "King of Swing" and arguably the greatest clarinetist of all-time. He was a pioneer in integrating his bands, established many tunes as personal signatures, sold millions of records and led his band in a number of major Hollywood movies during the "big band era." He made music history by bringing jazz and swing to Carnegie Hall in January 1938 and from that program Bennett performs the most famous Goodman tune: Sing Sing Sing. Another Goodman hit was made famous by The Benny Goodman Quartet (with Lionel Hampton, Teddy Wilson and Gene Krupa): George Gershwin's I Got Rhythm. Carol McCartney sings two tunes made popular by Goodman vocalists: Peggy Lee recorded Where or When and Helen Forrest sang Taking a Chance on Love.
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