Dave Bennett’s “Tribute to Benny Goodman”

SIDEMEN BIOS.- sextet with  symphony orchestra

PAUL KELLER (bass/orchestra arranger) of Ann Arbor was Diana Krall’s bassist 1995 through 1997, performing around the world with her quartet and recording on her Grammy nominated CD tribute to Nat King Cole. Paul continues periodic tours with Krall  (in Sept. 06 performing on her international tour, including appearances on the TV late shows of David Letterman, Craig Ferguson and Tavis Smiley). He has performed with such acclaimed artists as Joe Williams, Cab Calloway, Oliver Jones, Mulgrew Miller, Jay McShann, James Moody, Barry Harris, Doc Cheatham and many others, appearing at America’s major jazz festivals and jazz clubs.  The Paul Keller Orchestra has performed weekly for over fifteen years in Ann Arbor, toured twice in Europe, and recorded five CDs. Paul also leads several small combos (composing and arranging original music), and is in great demand for touring to festivals. He is producer/owner of the independent PKO Records label which is serving as an important “umbrella label”, releasing many of Southeast Michigan’s top jazz artists.

PETER SIERS (drums) of Ann Arbor has been a touring member of the prominent Russell Malone Trio recording the album “Black Butterfly” on Columbia Records and has performed with Mose Allison, Frank Morgan, Mulgrew Miller, Lee Morgan, Vince Giordano and Franz Jackson among many others. Pete has played major jazz festivals including the JVC, Newport, Sunfest, Playboy Festival, The North Sea Jazz Fest in Holland, and the Istanbul Festival in Turkey.  He performs frequently with Paul Keller and his drumming skills are wide ranging: able to play convincingly in modern or traditional styles, latin (leading his own Los Gatos quintet) and in big band or small combos

TAD WEED  (piano) of Ypsilanti MI spent eleven years touring the world as pianist for Paul Anka. Tad’s discography includes over a dozen CD’s, and he has performed with some of the great names in jazz including Anita O'Day, Mundell Lowe, Carmen McCrae, Charles Lloyd and Woody Herman. He has played concerts, clubs, television and radio around the world including  Brazil ,China, Holland, England, France, Germany and Finland. Some noteworthy appearances include The Concord Jazz Festival, The Boston Globe Jazz Festival at Symphony Hall, The Kool Jazz Festival and The Berlin Radio Festival. Tad is also in demand as an educator and has given clinics with Bill Walrous, Don Menza, George Shearing and Bud Shank throughout the USA. He is profiled in the final Biographical Encyclopedia of Jazz co-authored by the dean of jazz critics, the late Leonard Feather.

CAROL McCARTNEY (vocalist) is based in Toronto, Ontario and has worked professionally in jazz and music theatre (where she acted in Toronto productions of Sophisticated Ladies and The Baker's Wife). In the past decade she has frequently been featured in the big band led by internationally acclaimed vibraphonist (and Benny Goodman Band alumnus) Peter Appleyard. In that band she worked with such jazz greats as Slam Stewart, Mel Lewis and Bucky Pizzarelli. Carol has been featured on CBC Radio's national network jazz program After Hours, and was an opening act for comedian Bob Newhart. Carol joined Dave Bennett’s “Goodman combo” in 2006 starting with a performance with The Detroit Symphony at Meadowbrook, and in 2009 had her own symphony pops feature with The Sarasota Orchestra. Her recent CD Night in Tunisia has led to upcoming appearances in Japan.
HUGH LEAL (rhythm guitar) has been active in promoting, recording and playing jazz in Windsor and Detroit for thirty-five years. In the 1980’s and 90’s his Parkwood Records label documented some of the last of the surviving 1920s and 30s jazzmen, beginning with Doc Cheatham’s first feature album as a “singer/trumpeter” and named by The New York Times’ jazz critic John S. Wilson in his “top ten jazz albums of 1983”. To date Leal has produced thirty albums including features of such artists as Marcus Belgrave, Art Hodes, Franz Jackson, Bob Wilber, Johnny O’Neal, and J.C. Heard. Leal ran his independent Windsor Jazz Series from 1977 to 2000, including five Windsor Jazz Festivals, 1992 to 1996. As a rhythm guitarist Leal has recorded and toured the last six years to thirty-five US states for shows with Dave Bennett or also as a member of Detroit trumpeter Marcus Belgrave’s Tribute to Louis Armstrong Octet.
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