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No vocalist

PAUL KELLER (bass/symphony pops arranger) of Ann Arbor was Diana Krall’s bassist 1995 through 1997, performing around the world with her quartet and recording on her Grammy nominated CD tribute to Nat King Cole. Paul continues currently with periodic tours with Krall, recently (Sept. ’06) seen with her on the late night TV shows of David Letterman, Craig Ferguson and Tavis Smiley. He has performed with such acclaimed artists as Joe Williams, Cab Calloway, Oliver Jones, Mulgrew Miller, Jay McShann, James Moody, Barry Harris, Doc Cheatham and many others, appearing at America’s major jazz festivals and jazz clubs.  The Paul Keller Orchestra has performed weekly for over fifteen years in Ann Arbor, toured twice in Europe, and recorded five CDs. Paul also leads several small combos (composing and arranging original music), and is in great demand for touring to festivals. He is also producer/owner of the independent PKO Records label which is serving as an important “umbrella label”, releasing many of Southeast Michigan’s top jazz artists.

PETER SIERS (drums) of Ann Arbor has been a touring member of the prominent Russell Malone Trio recording the album “Black Butterfly” on Columbia Records and has performed with Mose Allison, Frank Morgan, Mulgrew Miller, Lee Morgan, and Franz Jackson among many others. Pete has played major jazz festivals including the JVC, Newport, Sunfest, Playboy Festival, The North Sea Jazz Fest in Holland, and the Istanbul Festival in Turkey.  He performs frequently with Paul Keller and his drumming skills are wide ranging… able to play convincingly in modern or traditional styles, latin (leading his own Los Gatos quintet) and in big band or small combos. 

BILL MEYER (piano) is a versatile professional on the Detroit music scene – at home playing a wide range of music: latin (in Orchestra Inspircation), Broadway, pop music and all the jazz styles: ragtime to bebop and beyond! He is an active area conductor and music contractor, having played for such acts as George Burns, Smokey Robinson, Cab Calloway, Burt Bacharach, Nipsey Russell, Natalie Cole and Savion Glover and for Broadway touring shows including Guys and Dolls, Forever Plaid, All Night Strut, The Rockettes, and Mamma Mia. He has produced shows including The Detroit Tribute to Paul Robeson and Barbara Dane Returns. He is also Music Director for Martha Reeves and recently assumed that role in Forgotten, a newly created jazz opera by Steve Jones based on a true story about labor struggles in Detroit in the 1930s.

MATT HOFFMANN (vibraphone) is nineteen years old and from Equinunk, Pennsylvania. Beginning on drums and piano, Matt was later introduced to the vibraphone as a teenager and has been playing vibes for six years. He is a student of prominent New York pianist Mark Shane and vibraphonist Ted Piltzecker, and he released a duet CD with Shane in 2006. Matt now attends SUNY Purchase (New York), majoring in

Jazz Studies. 

HUGH LEAL (acoustic guitar) has been active in promoting, recording and playing jazz in Windsor and Detroit for thirty-five years. In the 1980’s and 90’s his Parkwood Records label documented some of the last of the surviving 1920s and 30s jazzmen, beginning with Doc Cheatham’s first feature album as a “singer/trumpeter” and named by The New York Times’ jazz critic John S. Wilson in his “top ten jazz albums of 1983”. To date Leal has produced thirty albums including features of such artists as Marcus Belgrave, Art Hodes, Franz Jackson, Sammy Price, Johnny O’Neal, and J.C. Heard. Leal is producer of Windsor’s Capitol Theatre Jazz Series and before that ran his independent Windsor Jazz Series from 1977 to 2000. As a rhythm guitarist Leal has recorded and toured the last three years to thirty-five US states for shows with Dave Bennett or also as a member of Detroit trumpeter Marcus Belgrave’s Tribute to Louis Armstrong Octet.

