The Chenille Sisters

WORKSHOP FOR HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR STUDENTS

This is a unique opportunity to combine an educational program with community outreach.  The Chenille Sisters give a one-hour workshop for the high school choir students.  They cover and give examples of different styles of songs, songwriting and harmonies. There is artistic exchange as they perform some of their repertoire for the students, and the students perform some their choral work for The Chenille Sisters.

The workshop concludes with a question and answer session.  The students who are considering a career in music find it invaluable to be able to ‘pick the brains’ of these professional touring musicians. 

Students who want to go to music school have the opportunity to ask Connie Huber, who has a degree in music, questions about her experience in college. 

The Chenille Sisters have a piece that is arranged for chorale that they will send ahead of time.  The choir director will work on the piece with the students in preparation for the workshop and performance.

The community outreach portion of this program is that The Chenille Sisters then do a concert, usually in the high school auditorium, but it can be at a community venue.  The students do a 15-20 minute opening set for The Chenilles. Then, as a grand finale, the students come out on stage with The Chenille Sisters and perform the piece together that they’ve been working on.

This gives the students a chance to perform in a professional setting and gives their friends and family an opportunity to see them doing so.

The Chenille Sisters program for high school choirs has been a very successful one, as they are able to share some of their wisdom with the students with the same warmth and humor that has made them beloved performers for 17 years.

WORKSHOP FOR EARLY EDUCATON AND MUSIC STUDENT

TEACHERS, MUSIC TEACHERS AND EARLY ELEMENTARY TEACHERS

The Chenille Sister draw upon their childrenÕs

repertoire and their experience working with early

elementary students in this workshop.  The Chenilles

focus  on how to create a lesson plan from a piece of

music.

They will give examples of songs and what sorts of

lessons might spring from them.  They will perform

songs and demonstrate the art of Òshowing rather than

tellingÓ as a teaching tool. ItÕs a great way for

classroom teachers to incorporate music into their

lesson plans.

They also give the workshop participants an

opportunity to try it out.  They break into groups and

are given songs and asked to create a lesson plan from

them.  Then everybody shares what they have come up

with.

This workshop offers student teachers an chance to

ÒpracticeÓ making a lesson plan and get feedback on

it.  It offers even the most seasoned teachers a fun

and lighthearted perspective on teaching the youngest

students.  ItÕs a refreshing way to fulfill continuing

education requirements.

The workshop concludes with a question and answer

session.  Teachers who are familiar with The Chenille

Sisters work often request songs at this point, and

The Chenilles graciously oblige!

A discount on Chenille Sisters CDÕs and Songbook with

activities are available to workshop participants. It

is possible to have these materials shipped early so

that people can familiarize themselves with The

Chenille SistersÕ work.

A community outreach component can be added by having

The Chenille Sisters perform their award-winning

childrenÕs songs in the schools.

