Movie Night: Songs of the Silver Screen

Hear classic Hollywood tunes by Irving Berlin, George Gershwin, Cole Porter, Harold Arlen and more with the Jim Cullum Jazz Band and special guest vocalist, Banu Gibson.

The great masters of American songwriting created some of their finest works for romantic movie musicals, many of them originally staged on Broadway. Jerome Kern, George and Ira Gershwin, Irving Berlin, Cole Porter, Johnny Mercer, and the very prolific Harry Warren were all major contributors to Hollywood's Golden Age of the 1930s. 

Some of the songs will be chosen from the following list:

The Man I Love

Embraceable You

I Got Rhythm

S’Wonderful

Someone to Watch Over Me

Fascinating Rhythm

Somebody Loves Me

Skylark

Come Rain or Come Shine

One For My Baby

Sing, Sing, Sing

Sentimental Journey

They Can’t Take That Away From Me

Night and Day

I’ve Got My Love to Keep Me Warm

Time After Time

Be Careful, It’s My Heart

Puttin’ On the Ritz

Love, You Didn’t Do Right By Me

Cheek to Cheek

Smoke Gets In Your Eyes

All the Things You Are

The Way You Look Tonight

What Is This Thing Called Love?

In the Still of the Night

I Get A Kick Out of You

Makin’ Whoopee

Get Happy

Notes on Some of the Songs

      Irving Berlin's "Cheek to Cheek" is from the 1935 RKO picture Top Hat starring Fred Astaire and Ginger Rodgers.

      "They Can't Take That Away From Me" was written by George and Ira Gershwin for the 1937 RKO picture, Shall We Dance?, also with Fred and Ginger.  That year, the song was nominated for an Academy Award. 

      Cole Porter's "Night and Day" was introduced by Fred Astaire and Claire Luce in the 1932 stage musical The Gay Divorcee.  In the 1934 movie version, Fred's dance partner was Ginger Rogers.

     "Time After Time" was composed in 1947 by Sammy Cahn and Jule Styne, for the film It Happened in Brooklyn. In the film, it is sung by Frank Sinatra and reprised by Kathryn Grayson.

      "Where or When" with words by Lorenz Hart and music by Richard Rodgers was introduced by Ray Heatherton and Mitzi Green in the1937 stage musical Babes in Arms. In 1939, Doug McPhail, Betty Jaynes and Judy Garland sang it in the movie version.

"Embraceable You" was composed by George and Ira Gershwin for the 1930 stage musical Girl Crazy, introduced by Ginger Rogers and Allan Kearns. In the1943 movie version, it was sung by Judy Garland.

About the Artists

As she demonstrated twice at the Hollywood Bowl and with The Boston Pops, Banu Gibson ranks at the top of her profession as a vocalist. She is a powerful force on stage where her enthusiasm and showmanship are exceeded only be her versatility and wide range of repertoire. Banu Gibson is a dynamic performer with a big voice, and stage presence to spare--she's the consummate entertainer. 

The Jim Cullum Jazz Band is guaranteed to be a smash-hit! This 7 piece band has been together for more than 40 years. Cullum has his own club on the San Antonio Riverwalk, called The Landing, where the band works together 6 nights a week when not touring. They have over 45 recordings to their credit, as well as a live radio show on Public Radio International called Riverwalk, Live from the Landing, which features a variety of jazz greats as guests, and is broadcast on over 150 public radio stations nation-wide, including 8 of the 10 major markets. 

