“Getting A Kick Out of Cole” 

Biographies

Banu Gibson has performed at the Hollywood Bowl with the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra conducted by John Mauceri, at the Playboy Jazz Festival, on Garrison Keillor’s A Prairie Home Companion, and brought in the Millennium New Year with the Boston Pops, She has performed at the Carpenter Center numerous times with her band the New Orleans Hot Jazz. She and her band have toured since 1984 and expanded their audiences by added symphony Pops concerts to their touring. Her touring has taken her around the world. In 2007 Banu was chosen All Star Jazz Vocalist of the Year by New Orleans Magazine, and is an honoree this year by the Preservation Resource Center for her contributions to the New Orleans musical landscape. www.Banugibson.com 

Sheelah Strong Black is a New Orleans native, received a BFA in voice from Tulane University. She performed in numerous productions in New Orleans among them, Brigadoon, Cole Porter Tonite!,  New Moon, Peer Gynt, Kismet, South Pacific and Music Man.  Black moved to New York in 1975 where she performed on the Straw Hat Circuit, in the New York City and Fort Worth Operas, and has performed regularly in theater, song recitals, church work, and cabarets over the years. After hurricane Katrina she raised over $25,000 to aid the New Orleans theater community. Sheelah is currently an interior designer in Rye, New York.

Ricky Graham has written and directed …AND THE BALL AND ALL, the longest-running original comedy in New Orleans, which won the Gambit Big Easy Award as Best Comedy.  With Harry Mayronne he has written the musical THE BLACK AND WHITE BLUES which played at the Laurie Beechman Theatre in New York City.  Ricky also has written, directed and performed in CRESCENT CITY for WWNO, an affiliate of National Public Radio.   He has performed SHUT UP, SWEET CHARLOTTE with Varla Jean Merman at the Art House Theatre, Provincetown, MA., Atlanta, GA., and Palm Springs, CA.  Ricky’s Christmas musical SCROOGE IN ROUGE (written with Jeff Roberson, Yvette Hargis, and Jefferson Turner) recently played Le Chat Noir in New Orleans, The Diversionary Theatre in San Diego, CA., and The ReVision Theatre in Ashbury Park, NJ.   

www.rickygrahamonline.com.

